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INTRODUCTION: EVIDENCE MATTERS

Can Christianity be believed by a thinking person? Can faith survive intellectual scrutiny? Is there real

evidence for Christian truth claims, or is Christianity ultimately based on blind faith?

These are the questions a skeptic brings. These are legitimate questions that deserve serious

answers.

The premise of this resource is straightforward: Christianity makes specific historical claims about
real events in real history. These claims can be examined. Evidence can be presented. The

reasonable person can evaluate whether the evidence supports or contradicts Christian truth claims.

This is not faith in the dark. This is not belief contrary to evidence. This is faith informed by evidence,

grounded in historical reality, and supported by multiple lines of corroborating documentation.

What This Checklist Does

This resource presents evidence for Christianity across multiple categories:

Historical Evidence - Documents, accounts, and ancient writings about Jesus, the disciples, and the

early church

Prophetic Evidence - Fulfilled prophecies in Scripture that demonstrate supernatural knowledge of

future events

Textual Evidence - Manuscript reliability showing that what we have today is what was written

originally
Archaeological Evidence - Physical discoveries confirming biblical accounts and historical details

Scientific Evidence - Observations about the universe and human nature that suggest divine design

and creation
Transformational Evidence - Changed lives and cultural transformation resulting from Christian faith

Comparative Evidence - Why Christianity stands out among world religions and worldviews

How to Use This Checklist

This resource is organized as a checklist. Each section presents evidence, explains its significance,
and allows you to evaluate it. You are not asked to believe blindly. You are asked to examine evidence

and draw conclusions.
As you review this evidence, consider:

¢ |Is this evidence credible?

¢ Does this evidence point to the conclusion it claims?



o Are there alternative explanations?
o What would it take to disprove this evidence?

» Does the cumulative weight of evidence support Christian claims?

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV):

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,

rightly dividing the word of truth."

Study is encouraged. Examination is welcome. The truth can withstand scrutiny.

PART 1: HISTORICAL EVIDENCE

SECTION 1: THE EXISTENCE AND LIFE OF JESUS

CHECKLIST ITEM 1.1: Extra-Biblical References to Jesus

One of the most important pieces of evidence for Jesus's existence is testimony from non-Christian
sources. If Jesus is a fictional creation of the early church, we would not expect Roman historians,

Jewish historians, or other non-Christian sources to mention him. Yet they do.

Josephus (93-94 AD) Flavius Josephus was a first-century Jewish historian who wrote extensively

about Jewish history. In his "Antiquities of the Jews," he mentions Jesus:

"At this time there was a wise man called Jesus. His conduct was good (and) he was known
to be virtuous. And many people from among the Jews and the other nations became his
disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. But those who became his
disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them three
days after his crucifixion, and that he was alive; accordingly he was perhaps the Messiah,

concerning whom the prophets have recounted wonders."

While scholars debate whether all portions of this passage are authentic (some may have been added
by later Christian copyists), the core reference to Jesus as a wise man crucified under Pilate is nearly

universally accepted as authentic.

Significance: A Jewish historian writing 60 years after the crucifixion confirms:

e Jesus existed



e Jesus was considered wise

e Jesus had followers

o Jesus was crucified under Pilate

o Followers believed Jesus rose from the dead

Tacitus (116 AD) The Roman historian Tacitus wrote about Emperor Nero's actions during the great

fire of Rome:

"To suppress the rumor [that Nero started the fire], he falsely accused those commonly called
Christians, and punished them with the most fearful tortures. The name comes from Christ,

whom the procurator Pontius Pilate had executed in the reign of Tiberius."

Significance: A Roman historian confirms:

e Jesus (called Christ) existed

Jesus was executed by Pontius Pilate

Jesus's followers were known as Christians

This occurred during Tiberius's reign

The movement was large enough to be known in Rome

Pliny the Younger (112 AD) Pliny was a Roman governor writing to Emperor Trajan about Christian

practices:

"They were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang
in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath,
not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft or adultery, never falsify their

word, nor deny a trust when called upon to return it."

Significance: A Roman official confirms:

o Christians existed in significant numbers
e They worshiped Christ as divine
e The Christian movement had ethical standards

» This was substantial enough to warrant governmental attention

Seutonius (120 AD) The Roman historian Suetonius mentions Christians in the context of

disturbances in Rome during Claudius's reign (around 49-50 AD).



Significance: This provides external confirmation that Christianity had emerged as a movement within

20 years of the crucifixion.

The Talmud The Jewish Talmud contains references to "Yeshua" (Jesus) that, while hostile, confirm:

Jesus existed
Jesus performed acts considered miraculous
Jesus was crucified

Jesus had followers

While the Talmud's accounts are clearly critical of Jesus, they are attestations to his existence and the

basic facts of his life and death.

Significance of Extra-Biblical References:

Multiple independent sources confirm Jesus's existence
Non-Christian sources confirm basic biographical details
These sources are hostile or neutral, not sympathetic Christian propaganda

The early dating of these sources (within 100 years of crucifixion) provides strong
historical evidence

No ancient source questions whether Jesus existed; only skeptics in modern times
do

CHECKLIST ITEM 1.2: The Gospel Accounts as Historical Documents

The Gospels are the primary historical sources about Jesus's life. While written by believers, this does

not make them unreliable. Many important historical documents are written by eyewitnesses or those

close to events.

Characteristics Suggesting Historical Reliability:

Embarrassing Details The Gospels include details that seem embarrassing or problematic:

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist (why would the sinless Son of God need
baptism?)

Jesus was arrested and executed (the founder's religion ended in failure?)
The disciples are portrayed as cowardly, confused, and unfaithful

Women are reported as first witnesses to the resurrection (women's testimony had
lower legal value in Jewish culture)

Jesus was crucified (a shameful death in Roman culture)

If the Gospel writers were inventing Jesus's story, they would not include embarrassing elements.

These details suggest reporting of what actually happened rather than fictional invention.



Internal Consistency Despite Variation The four Gospels vary in detail but maintain consistency on
core facts:

e Jesus was baptized by John

¢ Jesus taught with authority

¢ Jesus performed miracles

e Jesus was arrested and crucified

e Jesus's tomb was empty

o Jesus appeared to disciples after his death

This pattern—variations in detail but consistency on core facts—is characteristic of eyewitness

testimony, not invented narrative.

Undesigned Coincidences The Gospels occasionally mention details that only make sense if the
writers had genuine historical knowledge. For example, Matthew mentions that Judas was paid "thirty
pieces of silver"—a historically accurate amount for the price of a slave. Why would an inventor

choose this specific, historically accurate detail?

Criterion of Multiple Attestation \When multiple independent sources report the same event,
historical reliability increases. Many events in Jesus's life are reported by multiple Gospel writers:
e Baptism by John
e Healing miracles
o Crucifixion
o Empty tomb

« Resurrection appearances

Criterion of Embarrassment Events that embarrassed the early church are less likely to be invented:

Peter's denial

Judas's betrayal

The disciples’ doubts

Jesus's cry of abandonment on the cross

Early Dating The Gospels were written within 30-40 years of the events. This is early enough that
eyewitnesses were still alive to correct false accounts. Legendary development typically requires 70-

100+ years.
CHECKLIST ITEM 1.3: Jesus's Teaching and Reputation
The historical Jesus taught with distinctive themes and demonstrated unique authority.

Jesus's Claim to Forgive Sins In first-century Judaism, only God could forgive sins. Yet Jesus

repeatedly forgave sins:



Mark 2:5-7 (KJV):

"And Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.
But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this

man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?"

Jesus's claim to forgive sins was either:

1. Aclear claim to divinity

2. Blasphemy

The Jewish leaders understood it as the latter. This radical claim is historically attested and was the

source of significant conflict with religious authorities.

Jesus's Teaching Style and Content Jesus taught in parables and sayings distinctive to him. His
teaching was not borrowed from Rabbinic tradition but had original, challenging themes:

e The Kingdom of God as already beginning

» Radical forgiveness and love of enemies

e The priority of internal righteousness over external compliance

o Challenge to religious authority

Luke 4:22 (KJV):

"And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his

mouth."

Even critics acknowledged Jesus's distinctive teaching power.
CHECKLIST ITEM 1.4: Jesus's Miracles

The Gospels report Jesus performed many miracles. While skeptics debate the reality of miracles, the

historical claim that Jesus was reported as a miracle worker is well-established.

Multiple Attestation All four Gospels report Jesus performing miracles. Paul's letters reference
Jesus's supernatural acts. Even hostile sources (the Talmud) acknowledge that Jesus performed acts

considered miraculous.
Range of Miracles The Gospels report Jesus:

e Healed the sick

¢ Calmed storms



e Raised the dead
e Fed multitudes

o Performed exorcisms
Historicity Considerations \Whether or not miracles actually occurred:

1. The disciples genuinely believed Jesus performed miracles

2. Jesus's reputation as a miracle worker is well-attested historically

3. This reputation led to his following and his death

4. The disciples' conviction that Jesus performed miracles was strong enough to
motivate them to face persecution and death

CHECKLIST ITEM 1.5: Jesus's Crucifixion

All sources—Gospels, Paul, Josephus, Tacitus, Talmud—agree that Jesus was crucified. This is one

of the most well-attested facts about Jesus.

Why Crucifixion is Significant Crucifixion was the worst possible way to die in the Roman empire—
reserved for slaves, criminals, and rebels. It was an agonizing, humiliating death. Bodies were left on

crosses to be eaten by birds and dogs, a final indignity.

If Jesus's followers were inventing his story, they would not invent crucifixion. Crucifixion was a
scandal and an obstacle to belief. The fact that the disciples proclaimed a crucified Messiah suggests
they genuinely believed Jesus had risen from the dead—nothing else would have overcome the

scandal of crucifixion.

Historical Details About Crucifixion The Gospels' descriptions of crucifixion align with what we

know historically about Roman crucifixion from other sources:

The condemned carried their crossheam

They were crucified naked

Nails were used

The process took many hours

It was extremely painful

Bones could be broken to hasten death

These accurate details suggest eyewitness knowledge rather than invented narrative.

CHECKLIST ITEM 1.6: The Burial and Tomb of Jesus

The Gospels report that Jesus was buried in a tomb belonging to Joseph of Arimathea, a member of

the council. The tomb was empty after the resurrection.

Significance of the Empty Tomb Account



Even skeptical scholars typically acknowledge that:

1. The empty tomb narrative is early tradition

2. The empty tomb was important to the earliest Christian proclamation

3. No one in the ancient world disputed that the tomb was empty

4. The dispute was about why the tomb was empty (disciples stole the body, etc.), not

whether it was empty

The fact that everyone—including skeptics—agreed the tomb was empty suggests this is historically
accurate. The disciples and opponents alike affirmed the empty tomb; they disagreed about how to

explain it.

Why Women Witnesses Matter All four Gospels report that women were the first withesses to the
empty tomb and/or the risen Jesus. In first-century Jewish culture, women's testimony had limited

legal value in court.

If the Gospel writers were inventing this story to be persuasive, they would have made men the first
witnesses. The fact that they consistently report women as first witnesses suggests they are reporting

what actually happened, even though it didn't fit their cultural context.

Joseph of Arimathea The Gospels identify Jesus's burial place as owned by Joseph of Arimathea,

described as a member of the council. This specific identification is historically significant because:

1. The early Christians would not have invented a detail tying Jesus to a wealthy
council member—they could have simply left burial details vague

2. The fact that they name Joseph suggests eyewitness knowledge
3. The disciples would have known where Jesus was buried (this was their native city)

4. The disciples would have been able to verify the empty tomb

SECTION 2: THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF
JESUS

CHECKLIST ITEM 2.1: The Unanimous Testimony to the Resurrection

All New Testament sources claim that Jesus rose from the dead. This is not a later development but

the earliest Christian conviction.

Paul's Testimony (1 Corinthians 15) Paul wrote this letter in the early 50s AD—only 20-30 years

after the crucifixion. He recounts the resurrection tradition he received:

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (KJV):



“For | delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that he
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this
present time; Then he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen

of me also, as of one born out of due time."

Significance:
1. Paul claims to be reporting tradition he "received"—meaning it was passed down to
him
2. Scholars agree this tradition is pre-Pauline, dating to within a few years of the
crucifixion

3. Paul claims the risen Jesus appeared to Peter, the twelve apostles, over 500
believers at once, James (Jesus's skeptical brother), all the apostles, and Paul
himself

4. Paul emphasizes that most of the 500 are still alive and could be questioned
The Gospel Accounts All four Gospels report the resurrection:

Matthew reports appearances to the women and the eleven disciples

Mark reports appearance to Mary Magdalene (and alludes to appearance to Peter)

Luke reports appearances to disciples in Jerusalem and on the road to Emmaus

John reports appearances to Mary Magdalene and the disciples

CHECKLIST ITEM 2.2: The Transformation of the Disciples

The disciples went from frightened fugitives to bold proclaimers. Something dramatic changed their

perception of Jesus.

Before the Crucifixion When Jesus was arrested, the disciples fled. Peter denied knowing Jesus.

The disciples were terrified.

John 20:19 (KJV):

“Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst,

and saith unto them, Peace be unto you."

The disciples were behind locked doors "for fear of the Jews." They had abandoned Jesus and were

hiding.



After the Resurrection Within weeks, the same disciples were:

Proclaiming the resurrection publicly in Jerusalem (where Jesus was executed)
Facing arrest and imprisonment
Being beaten and threatened

Eventually willing to die for their conviction

Acts 5:40-42 (KJV):

"And to him they agreed. and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they
commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. And they
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer

shame for his name."

The disciples rejoiced when beaten for proclaiming Jesus's resurrection.

What Would Cause This Transformation? Several explanations have been proposed:

1

4.

. They hallucinated - But hallucinations don't typically occur to large groups, and

skeptical witnesses (like James) wouldn't believe

. They fabricated the story - But people don't face torture and death for a lie they

know is false

. They stole the body - But all sources agree the tomb was empty; the disciples and

opponents disagreed only about why

Jesus really rose from the dead - This is what the disciples themselves claimed

The most parsimonious explanation for the disciples' dramatic transformation is that they genuinely

encountered the risen Jesus.

CHECKLIST ITEM 2.3: The Conversion of James

James was Jesus's brother. During Jesus's ministry, James did not believe in Jesus.

John 7:5 (KJV):

"For neither did his brethren believe in him."

Yet after the resurrection, James became a leader of the Jerusalem church and eventually was

martyred for his faith.

Why This Matters If the disciples invented the resurrection, they invented a story that got them

persecuted. But why would Jesus's own brother, who was skeptical during Jesus's ministry, suddenly



believe a fabricated story and face persecution himself?

The most likely explanation is that James encountered the risen Jesus. Paul specifically mentions that

the risen Jesus appeared to James:

1 Corinthians 15:7 (KJV):

“Then he was seen of James; then of all the apostles."

James's conversion from skeptic to believer to martyr is strong evidence that something real

happened—something James experienced personally.
CHECKLIST ITEM 2.4: The Conversion of the Other Disciples

Beyond the twelve apostles, there were other disciples who were not among Jesus's inner circle. What

happened to them?

Luke 24:13-31 describes two disciples on the road to Emmaus encountering the risen Jesus. These

were not among the twelve. Yet they experienced what they believed to be resurrection appearance.

The Conversion of 500 Paul claims the risen Jesus appeared to over 500 believers at once, and
most were still alive to be questioned. This is a remarkable claim that would have been easy to

disprove if false.
CHECKLIST ITEM 2.5: The Change of Worship Day

Jews had observed the Sabbath (Saturday) as a holy day for over 1,000 years. The Sabbath
observance was commanded in the Ten Commandments. Yet the early Jewish Christians changed

their worship day to Sunday (the first day of the week).

Acts 20:7 (KJV):

"And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul

preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight."

What would cause such a radical change? The only explanation early Christians gave was that Jesus

rose from the dead on Sunday.

1 Corinthians 16:2 (KJV):

"Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath

prospered him, that there be no gatherings when | come."



The early church met on Sunday to commemorate the resurrection. This change is inexplicable

without the reality of the resurrection.
CHECKLIST ITEM 2.6: The Centrality of the Resurrection to Early Preaching

Every speech in Acts emphasizes the resurrection of Jesus. This is the central claim of early

Christianity.

Peter's Pentecost Speech Acts 2:24 (KJV):

"Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible
that he should be holden of it."

Peter's speech to the council Acts 4:10 (KJV):

“Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man

stand here before you whole."

Paul's preaching Acts 13:30-31 (KJV):

"But God raised him from the dead: And he was seen many days of them which came up with

him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people."

The resurrection is not a peripheral claim; it is the foundation of apostolic preaching. Without the

conviction that Jesus rose from the dead, there would be no Christian movement.

SECTION 3: THE DISCIPLES AND EARLY CHURCH

CHECKLIST ITEM 3.1: The Role of Eyewithesses
The early Christians claimed their message was based on eyewitness testimony.

Acts 1:21-22 (KJV):

"Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went

in and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was



taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection."

The apostles understood themselves as witnesses to Jesus's resurrection. They were testifying to

what they had personally experienced.

Luke 1:1-3 (KJV):

"Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things
which are most surely believed among us, Even as they delivered them unto us, which from
the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; It seemed good to me also,
having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order,

most excellent Theophilus."

Luke explicitly states that his Gospel is based on eyewitness accounts. He conducted research (he

claims "perfect understanding™) based on those who were present.

CHECKLIST ITEM 3.2: The Growth of the Early Church

The Christian movement grew dramatically in Jerusalem, despite facing opposition.

Acts 2:41 (KJV):

"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added

unto them about three thousand souls."

Acts 4:4 (KJV):

"Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about

five thousand."

Acts 5:14 (KJV):

"And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women."

The church grew from a handful of disciples to thousands within weeks, all in Jerusalem—the very city

where Jesus was executed.



Why This Matters If the resurrection was a fabrication or hallucination, it wouldn't have convinced
people who lived in the same city, who could have visited the tomb, who could have found Jesus's

body and exposed the lie.

The explosive growth of Christianity in Jerusalem suggests that something persuasive happened—the

disciples convinced many people that Jesus had risen.
CHECKLIST ITEM 3.3: Opposition to the Early Church
The early church faced severe opposition from:

1. Jewish authorities
2. Roman authorities

3. Jewish religious leaders

Acts 5:17-18 (KJV):

“Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the
Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, And laid their hands on the apostles, and put

them in the common prison."

Acts 7:54-60 describes Stephen being stoned to death for his testimony about Jesus.

Acts 12:1-2 (KJV):

“Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.
And he killed James the brother of John with the sword."

The disciples faced imprisonment, beating, and death. Yet they continued proclaiming the

resurrection.
CHECKLIST ITEM 3.4: The Specific Content of Apostolic Preaching
The apostles preached specific claims about Jesus:

1. Jesus was the promised Messiah
2. Jesus performed miracles

3. Jesus was crucified

4. Jesus rose from the dead

5. Jesus would return to judge

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (KJV):



"For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; And to wait for his Son from heaven,

whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come."

The core of apostolic preaching was always Jesus—his life, death, resurrection, and coming return.
CHECKLIST ITEM 3.5: Leadership and Organization

The early church developed leadership structures and organization.

Acts 6:1-7 describes the appointment of seven men to oversee the distribution of aid to widows.
Acts 11:30 mentions elders in the Jerusalem church.

1 Timothy and Titus (written by Paul) give instructions for church leadership, suggesting organized

structures were developing.

Why This Matters A fabricated religion might not develop such organization. But a genuine movement
needs structure. The early church organized itself around the conviction that Jesus was alive and

would return—this gave them purpose and direction.

SECTION 4: NEW TESTAMENT RELIABILITY

CHECKLIST ITEM 4.1: Manuscript Attestation
The New Testament has better manuscript evidence than any other ancient document.
Number of Manuscripts

e Over 5,800 Greek manuscripts or fragments of the New Testament exist
e Over 10,000 Latin manuscripts
¢ Over 9,000 other language translations

o Compare to Homer's lliad: approximately 650 manuscripts
Early Dating of Manuscripts

* Some fragments date to the 2nd century AD (within 50-100 years of composition)
¢ Major manuscripts from the 4th century (Codex Sinaiticus, Codex Vaticanus)

o Compare to other ancient texts: most we have only late copies (often 1,000+ years
after composition)



Multiplicity of Withesses Having multiple independent copies allows scholars to reconstruct the

original text. When copies differ, the original can usually be determined by comparing the variants.
CHECKLIST ITEM 4.2: Textual Criticism and Accuracy

Scholars use scientific methods to determine what the original text said.

Techniques Used:

1. Comparing all available manuscripts
2. ldentifying which manuscripts are older and more reliable

3. Determining which variants are "lectio difficilior" (the harder reading is usually
original)

4. Considering geographical distribution of variants

5. Determining which readings make scribal sense (how errors happened)

Results The New Testament text is extremely well-established. The great majority of the text is

certain. Minor variants (spelling differences, minor word differences) don't affect any major doctrine.

Important Disputed Passages Scholars have identified specific passages where textual uncertainty

exists:

e The longer ending of Mark (16:9-20)
¢ The story of the woman caught in adultery (John 7:53-8:11)

o Afew other passages

But these passages don't affect core Christian doctrine. The resurrection, the nature of Jesus,
salvation through faith, God's character—all are supported by overwhelmingly clear manuscript

evidence.

CHECKLIST ITEM 4.3: Dating of the New Testament Documents
The New Testament was written relatively early:

Paul's Letters - 50-60s AD (20-30 years after crucifixion)

e 1 Thessalonians, 1-2 Corinthians, Romans, Galatians written 50-57 AD
e Prison letters written 60-62 AD

o Pastoral letters written 60s-80s AD
Mark's Gospel - Most scholars date 65-70 AD

o Written within 35-40 years of crucifixion
Matthew and Luke - Most scholars date 80-90 AD

o Written 50-60 years after crucifixion



e Based on Mark and other sources
John - Most scholars date 90-100 AD
o Written 60-70 years after crucifixion

Significance These are early dates. While some scholars argue for later dating, even the later dates
(90-100 AD) are within the lifetime of eyewitnesses. People who saw Jesus or heard him directly

would still be alive when these accounts were being written.
CHECKLIST ITEM 4.4: Internal Evidence for Early Authorship
The New Testament itself contains evidence for early composition:

Absence of Later Developments The New Testament doesn't reflect developments that occurred
later in Christianity. For example:
* No mention of the formal church hierarchy that developed in the 2nd-3rd centuries
* No mention of the Constantinian settlement (4th century)

* No mention of later theological debates

References to Living Apostles The Gospels refer to apostles as living figures. Later legends would

have emphasized their deaths and martyrdoms.

Unresolved Issues The New Testament discusses issues that were resolved in later councils and

theological development. If written later, these issues would be resolved in the text.

First-Person Accounts Many passages are written as eyewitness accounts, with specific details that

eyewitnesses would include:

John 19:34-35 (KJV):

“But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and
water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith

true, that ye might believe."

The author claims to be an eyewitness ("he that saw it"). This claim would be made by someone

claiming to be present, not someone writing generations later.
CHECKLIST ITEM 4.5: Criteria for Historical Reliability
Scholars use specific criteria to assess what in the New Testament is historically reliable:

Criterion of Multiple Attestation Events reported by multiple independent sources are more likely to

be historical. Examples:

¢ Crucifixion (reported by all Gospels, Paul, Josephus, Tacitus)



o Baptism by John (reported by all Gospels, Josephus)

» Resurrection appearances (reported by all Gospels, Paul)

Criterion of Embarrassment Details that embarrassed the early church are likely historical because

they wouldn't have been invented. Examples:

Peter's denial

Disciples' doubts

Women as first withesses

The crucifixion itself

Criterion of Contextuality Details that fit the context of first-century Jewish culture are likely

historical. Examples:

¢ Regulations about Sabbath, purity, and food
» References to temple worship

o Jesus's conflicts with scribes and Pharisees over Torah interpretation

Criterion of Dissimilarity Details that don't fit later church teaching might be historical because they

wouldn't have been invented by the church. Examples:

e Jesus's wilderness temptation
e Jesus's cry of abandonment on the cross

e Jesus's teaching on divorce

Using These Criteria Scholars using these criteria have identified a core of historical material about
Jesus that is reliable. While scholars may debate specifics, the general outline of Jesus's life, ministry,

death, and the disciples' conviction in his resurrection is well-supported by these criteria.

SECTION 5: ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONFIRMATION OF
BIBLICAL ACCOUNTS

CHECKLIST ITEM 5.1: The Pool of Bethesda

John 5:1-8 describes Jesus healing a man at the "pool of Bethesda" in Jerusalem. The Gospel

provides specific details: five porches, people with various diseases lying by the pool.

For centuries, skeptics questioned whether this pool existed. Then, in the 1960s, archaeologists

discovered the ruins of the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem, exactly where the Gospel described it.

Significance The Gospel writer knew specific details about Jerusalem geography that would only be

known by someone familiar with the city. This supports eyewitness knowledge.



CHECKLIST ITEM 5.2: The Pool of Siloam
John 9:1-7 describes Jesus healing a blind man, sending him to wash in the Pool of Siloam.

For years, the exact location of this pool was unknown. Archaeologists discovered it in 2005,

confirming its location in Jerusalem.
Significance Again, this demonstrates the Gospel writer's knowledge of specific Jerusalem locations.
CHECKLIST ITEM 5.3: The Road to Emmaus

Luke describes Jesus appearing to two disciples on a road and walking with them. He mentions
specific details about their conversation. While the exact location of Emmaus has been debated,

recent archaeology supports locations consistent with Luke's account.
CHECKLIST ITEM 5.4: Pontius Pilate

For decades, skeptics questioned whether Pontius Pilate was the governor of Judea when Jesus was
crucified. Then, in 1961, archaeologists discovered the "Pilate Stone"—an inscription bearing Pilate's

name and title, confirming he was indeed the prefect of Judea during Jesus's ministry.

1 Corinthians 15:3-5 (KJV):

"For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day

according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve."

The New Testament's historical claims are confirmed by archaeology.
CHECKLIST ITEM 5.5: John the Baptist

John the Baptist is mentioned in the Gospels as the forerunner who baptized Jesus. Josephus also

mentions John the Baptist, confirming his existence and his crucifixion by Herod.
The Gospel accounts and Josephus agree on:

e John was a baptizer
* He was killed by Herod

¢ He had significant influence
This agreement between the Gospels and external sources supports the reliability of Gospel accounts.
CHECKLIST ITEM 5.6: Archaeological Evidence for Crucifixion

In 1968, archaeologists discovered the skeletal remains of a man named Yohanan who had been
crucified. The bones showed evidence of nails piercing them, confirming the reality of crucifixion as a

Roman execution method.



The Gospel descriptions of crucifixion are consistent with archaeological evidence:

The condemned carried a beam to the execution site

Nails were driven through hands or wrists

The victim hung for hours

Legs could be broken to hasten death
CHECKLIST ITEM 5.7: First-Century Jerusalem Burial Practices

John 19:41-42 describes Jesus being buried in a tomb that belonged to Joseph of Arimathea. The

description includes specific details about the tomb.

Archaeologists have discovered numerous Jewish tombs from the first century in Jerusalem, and they

match the Gospel descriptions:

e Carved from rock
e Large enough to contain a body
e Sealed with a stone

» Often contained multiple chambers
The Gospel accounts' details about burial practices are accurate to the period.
CHECKLIST ITEM 5.8: The Pool of Bethsaida

John 1:44 mentions Bethsaida as a city of Andrew and Peter. For centuries, Bethsaida was a "lost
city." In the 1980s, archaeologists discovered it, confirming its existence and location on the Sea of

Galilee.
CHECKLIST ITEM 5.9: Caiaphas the High Priest

Matthew 26:57 mentions Caiaphas as the high priest who questioned Jesus. In 1990, archaeologists
discovered an ossuary (bone box) with the inscription "Joseph son of Caiaphas." This was likely the

burial box of the same Caiaphas mentioned in the Gospels.
CHECKLIST ITEM 5.10: Numerous Place Names Confirmed

Hundreds of place names mentioned in the New Testament have been archaeologically confirmed:

Capernaum

o Bethlehem

e Nazareth

e The Sea of Galilee
e The Jordan River
e The Dead Sea

e Jerusalem



The geographical accuracy of the New Testament supports its historical reliability.

PART 2: PROPHETIC EVIDENCE

SECTION 6: MESSIANIC PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN
JESUS

CHECKLIST ITEM 6.1: Prophecies in the Old Testament About the Coming Messiah

The OId Testament contains numerous prophecies about a coming Messiah—a deliverer who would

save God's people. Christians claim these prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus.
Prophecy: The Messiah Would Be Born in Bethlehem

Micah 5:2 (KJV):

"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been

from of old, from everlasting."

Fulfillment: All four Gospels report Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Matthew emphasizes this,

beginning his Gospel with the genealogy and birth account locating Jesus's birth in Bethlehem.

Historical Significance Before Jesus, no Jewish tradition expected the Messiah to be born in

Bethlehem specifically. This prophecy was fulfilled, not invented by the Gospel writers.
Prophecy: The Messiah Would Be From the Line of David

2 Samuel 7:12-13 (KJV):

"And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, | will set up thy seed
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and | will establish his kingdom. He shall

build an house for my name, and | will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever."

Fulfillment: The Gospels provide genealogies connecting Jesus to David. Matthew and Luke both

give Jesus's lineage from David.

Matthew 1:1 (KJV):



"The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham."

Luke 1:32-33 (KJV):

"He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give

unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;

and of his kingdom there shall be no end."

Prophecy: The Messiah Would Be Preceded by a Forerunner

Isaiah 40:3 (KJV):

"The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight

in the desert a highway for our God."

Malachi 3:1 (KJV):

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,

whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts."

Fulfillment: John the Baptist is presented as the forerunner. He appears before Jesus, baptizing

people and preparing them for Jesus's message.
Mark 1:2-3 (KJV):

"As it is written in the prophets, Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, which shall

prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of

the Lord, make his paths straight."

Mark identifies John the Baptist as the fulfillment of these prophecies.

Prophecy: The Messiah's Hands and Feet Would Be Pierced

Psalm 22:16 (KJV):



"For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced

my hands and my feet."

This psalm was written over 1,000 years before crucifixion became a Roman execution method. Yet it

describes pierced hands and feet—exactly what happens in crucifixion.

Fulfillment: The Gospels describe Jesus being crucified, with hands and feet pierced by nails. John

specifically mentions this:

John 19:34 (KJV):

"But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and

water."

John 20:25-27 (KJV):

“The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them,
Except | shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, | will not believe. And after eight days again his
disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy
finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not

faithless, but believing."

Prophecy: The Messiah Would Be Betrayed for Thirty Pieces of Silver

Zechariah 11:12 (KJV):

"And | said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed

for my price thirty pieces of silver."

Fulfillment: Matthew 26:15 describes Judas betraying Jesus for thirty pieces of silver—the exact

amount specified in Zechariah, written 500 years before.

Matthew 26:14-15 (KJV):

“Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, And said unto

them, What will ye give me, and | will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for



thirty pieces of silver."

Prophecy: The Messiah Would Be Executed with Criminals

Isaiah 53:12 (KJV):

“Therefore will | divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the

transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors."

This prophecy says the Messiah would be "numbered with the transgressors."
Fulfillment: The Gospels describe Jesus being crucified between two thieves.

Mark 15:27-28 (KJV):

"And with him they crucify two thieves; one on his right hand, and one on his left. And the

scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgressors."

Prophecy: The Messiah's Bones Would Not Be Broken

Psalm 34:20 (KJV):

"He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken."

In crucifixion, the legs of the condemned were often broken to hasten death. Yet this prophecy says

the Messiah's bones would not be broken.

Fulfillment: John 19:32-36 (KJV):

“Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified
with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his
legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood
and water. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him

shall not be broken."

The Gospel writer explicitly identifies this as the fulfillment of Psalm 34:20.



Prophecy: The Messiah Would Rise From the Dead

Psalm 16:10 (KJV):

"For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see

corruption.”

This prophecy says God would not leave the Messiah in death but would raise him.

Fulfillment: Peter and Paul both identify the resurrection of Jesus as the fulfillment of this prophecy.

Acts 2:25-31 (KJV):

"For David speaketh concerning him, | foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on
my right hand, that | should not be moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was
glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption... He seeing this before spake of the

resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption."

CHECKLIST ITEM 6.2: The Probability of Multiple Prophecies Being Fulfilled Coincidentally

Some skeptics argue that Jesus's fulfillment of these prophecies is coincidental. But consider the

mathematics.

Each specific prophecy about the Messiah has a certain probability of being fulfilled in any given

person. For example:

Born in Bethlehem: Maybe 1 in 10,000 chance in Jesus's time

From the line of David: Maybe 1 in 100 chance

Betrayed for thirty pieces of silver: Maybe 1 in 1,000,000 chance

Hands and feet pierced: Maybe 1 in 1,000,000 chance

Bones not broken: Maybe 1 in 100 chance

When you multiply these probabilities together, the odds that any one person would coincidentally

fulfill all these specific prophecies become astronomically small.

Peter Stoner's Calculation Mathematician Peter Stoner calculated the probability that one person
would fulfill just 8 specific Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah. He calculated the odds at

approximately 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 (100 quadrillion to 1).

Jesus fulfills far more than 8 prophecies—scholars have identified 40+ specific messianic prophecies

fulfilled in Jesus.



The probability that this is coincidence is effectively zero.
CHECKLIST ITEM 6.3: The Impossibility of Fulfilling These Prophecies
Some of these prophecies are impossible for anyone to deliberately fulfill. For example:

* No one can cause themselves to be born in a specific city (they don't choose their
birthplace)

* No one can cause themselves to be betrayed for a specific amount of money

» No one can cause themselves to not have bones broken during crucifixion (the

soldiers controlled this)

The fact that Jesus fulfilled prophecies that were impossible for him to deliberately fulfill suggests that

he didn't engineer his own fulfillment but that the prophecies were genuinely predictive.

SECTION 7: FULFILLED PROPHECIES ABOUT
NATIONS AND EVENTS

Beyond messianic prophecies, the Bible contains prophecies about nations and historical events that

have been fulfilled with remarkable accuracy.
CHECKLIST ITEM 7.1: Prophecies About Tyre
The prophet Ezekiel made specific prophecies about the city of Tyre:

Ezekiel 26:3-5 (KJV):

"Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, | am against thee, O Tyre, and will cause many
nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up. And they shall
destroy the walls of Tyre, and break down her towers: | will also scrape her dust from her, and
make her like the top of a rock. It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the

sea: for | have spoken it, saith the Lord God.: and it shall become a spoil to the nations."

These prophecies were made around 587 BC. Let's check the fulfillment:
1. Many nations would come against Tyre - Fulfilled. Babylon besieged Tyre; later
Alexander the Great conquered it

2. Walls would be destroyed - Fulfilled. The walls were destroyed by siege and
conquest

3. Towers would be broken down - Fulfilled. Towers were destroyed



4. Dust scraped away - Fulfilled. Stone was scraped to build causeways and later
causeways were destroyed, leaving the site bare rock

5. Become a place for spreading nets - Fulfilled. The site became a rocky island
where fishermen spread nets

6. Become a spoil to nations - Fulfilled. The city was plundered

Significance These prophecies were specific and verifiable. They required specific knowledge of how

historical events would unfold centuries in the future. The accuracy of their fulfillment is remarkable.
CHECKLIST ITEM 7.2: Prophecies About Babylon
Jeremiah made specific prophecies about Babylon:

Jeremiah 51:37 (KJV):

"And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwellingplace for dragons, an astonishment, and an

hissing, without an inhabitant."

Jeremiah 51:43 (KJV):

"Her cities are a desolation, a dry land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man dwelleth,

neither doth any son of man pass thereby."

Fulfillment Babylon was once the greatest city in the world. It was completely destroyed and is now in

ruins in modern Irag. The site became desolate exactly as prophesied.
CHECKLIST ITEM 7.3: Prophecies About Egypt

Ezekiel made prophecies about Egypt that seemed harsh at the time but have been fulfilled:

Ezekiel 29:12-14 (KJV):

"And | will make the land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries that are desolate, and
her cities among the cities that are laid waste shall be desolate forty years: and I will scatter
the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries. Yet thus saith
the Lord God; At the end of forty years will | gather the Egyptians from the peoples whither

they were scattered."

Egypt, once a great empire, became desolate and scattered for a period, then recovered. The

fulfillment of these prophecies is remarkable.



CHECKLIST ITEM 7.4: Prophecies About Jerusalem
Jesus made specific prophecies about Jerusalem:

Matthew 24:1-2 (KJV):

"And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew
him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily
| say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown

down."

Fulfillment In 70 AD, Roman armies destroyed the temple in Jerusalem. The stones were indeed

thrown down, exactly as Jesus predicted.

The Siege of Jerusalem (70 AD) Historian Josephus described the destruction of Jerusalem. He

described:

o Famine and suffering inside the city
o Families fighting each other

e The temple being destroyed
These match Jesus's other prophecies about the siege.

Luke 21:20-24 (KJV):

"And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation
thereof is nigh... And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled."

Jesus described Jerusalem being compassed by armies and residents being led into captivity. This is

exactly what happened in 70 AD.

CHECKLIST ITEM 7.5: Prophecies About Israel

The OIld Testament contains numerous prophecies about Israel's exile and restoration:

Prediction: Israel Would Be Exiled Multiple prophets predicted Israel would be taken into captivity.

Fulfillment Israel was conquered by Assyria (721 BC) and Judah by Babylon (586 BC). People were

exiled.

Prediction: Israel Would Be Restored



Ezekiel 37:21-22 (KJV):

"And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God,; Behold, | will take the children of Israel from
among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them
into their own land: And | will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel;
and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall

they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all."

Fulfillment After centuries of exile, Jews began returning to Israel starting in the late 1800s. In 1948,
the state of Israel was established. For nearly 2,000 years, Israel didn't exist as an independent

nation. Yet the prophecy of restoration has been fulfilled.

Significance The restoration of Israel is a contemporary fulfillment of ancient prophecy. We are

witnessing it in modern times.

SECTION 8: PROPHETIC ACCURACY AND PREDICTIVE
DETAIL

CHECKLIST ITEM 8.1: The Specificity of Prophecies

The prophecies we've examined are not vague statements that could apply to many situations. They
are specific predictions:

o Specific person (the Messiah)

e Specific place (Bethlehem)

o Specific amount (thirty pieces of silver)

o Specific actions (hands and feet pierced, bones not broken)
e Specific nations (Tyre, Babylon, Egypt)

e Specific events (temple destruction)

Vague predictions are easy to "fulfill'—you can interpret them however you want. Specific predictions

are hard to fulfill and therefore more impressive when they are fulfilled.
CHECKLIST ITEM 8.2: Prophecies Written Before Their Fulfillment

A key requirement for prophecy to be impressive is that it be written before the event it predicts. If the

prophecy was written after the event, it's not really prophecy—it's just history.
For the biblical prophecies:

e Messianic prophecies were written 500-1,000 years before Jesus



e Prophecies about nations were written centuries before the predicted events

o Jesus's prophecies about Jerusalem were fulfilled 40 years later
These are not prophecies written after the fact.
CHECKLIST ITEM 8.3: The Skeptical Explanation: Vaticinium ex eventu

Skeptics sometimes claim that biblical prophecies were written after the events they "predict.” This is

called "vaticinium ex eventu" (prophecy after the event).

Evidence Against This The Dead Sea Scrolls (discovered in 1947) contain complete copies of Old
Testament books, including books with messianic prophecies. These scrolls date to approximately 200

BC—centuries before Jesus.

Since the prophecies appear in manuscripts predating Jesus, they cannot have been written after

Jesus as explanations of his life.
CHECKLIST ITEM 8.4: The Probability Argument Revisited

The more specific a prophecy, and the more prophecies that are fulfilled, the less likely this is due to

chance and the more likely this indicates genuine supernatural knowledge.

Consider:

« If one person fulfills one vague prophecy, this could be coincidence
« If one person fulfills ten specific prophecies, this is unlikely to be coincidence

« If one person fulfills forty specific prophecies about his life, death, and resurrection,
all written centuries before his birth, this virtually rules out coincidence

The cumulative weight of prophecy fulfillment is evidence for the Bible's divine origin.

PART 3: TEXTUAL AND MANUSCRIPT
EVIDENCE

SECTION 9: MANUSCRIPT RELIABILITY

CHECKLIST ITEM 9.1: The Transmission of the New Testament Text

How did the New Testament text, originally written on perishable papyrus, survive 2,000 years? How

do we know what it originally said?

The Process of Text Transmission



1. Apostles write original documents

2. These documents are copied by hand
3. Copies are made of copies

4. Centuries of copying preserve the text

5. Eventually, printing technology preserves text uniformly
At each stage, scribes worked to accurately copy texts, but errors inevitably crept in.
CHECKLIST ITEM 9.2: Evidence for Accurate Copying
Despite inevitable errors, evidence suggests the copying process was relatively accurate:

The Dead Sea Scrolls The Dead Sea Scrolls contain Old Testament manuscripts dating to
approximately 200 BC. When compared to the Hebrew text that became standard 1,000 years later,

the texts are remarkably similar.

A complete scroll of Isaiah (from approximately 150 BC) was found. When compared to the standard
Hebrew text from 1,000 years later, the texts are over 95% identical. The differences are mostly in

spelling and minor variations that don't affect meaning.

Significance This demonstrates that the Jewish scribes who copied biblical texts took their work

seriously and preserved the text accurately over centuries.

The Chester Beatty Papyri These papyrus manuscripts from the 200s AD contain portions of the
New Testament. They differ from later manuscripts in only minor ways, suggesting stable text

transmission over centuries.
CHECKLIST ITEM 9.3: Early Papyri Fragments
Some of the earliest New Testament manuscripts are fragmentary—ijust portions of books on papyrus.

P52 (John 18:31-33, 37-38) This papyrus fragment is from John's Gospel. It dates to approximately
125 AD—only 30-35 years after John was written (estimated at 90-100 AD).

P66 (John, most of the Gospel) This papyrus is from approximately 200 AD and contains most of

John's Gospel. It demonstrates that John's text remained stable from the 100s to the 200s.

Significance Early papyri demonstrate that the New Testament text was stable and essentially

unchanged within generations of its compaosition.
CHECKLIST ITEM 9.4: Manuscript Families
New Testament manuscripts fall into geographical families. Scholars have identified:

o Egyptian manuscripts (including Codex Sinaiticus, discovered in Egypt)
e Western manuscripts (from Latin-speaking regions)

e Byzantine manuscripts (from Eastern Europe and Near East)



Despite geographical separation, these manuscript families agree on the vast majority of the text. This
agreement suggests that the text was stable across regions and that the original text was preserved

accurately.
CHECKLIST ITEM 9.5: The Consistency of Major Doctrines

Despite minor variations in the manuscript tradition, all major Christian doctrines are supported

consistently across all manuscripts:

e God is creator and sustainer

e Jesus is God's Son and divine

» Jesus died and rose from the dead
e Salvation is through faith in Christ
e The Holy Spirit indwells believers

e Judgment is coming

No doctrine requires reliance on a disputed manuscript variant. The core of Christian faith is firmly

established by overwhelming manuscript evidence.

SECTION 10: INTERNAL CONSISTENCY AND
AUTHENTICITY INDICATORS

CHECKLIST ITEM 10.1: Internal Consistency Across Gospels
Despite some differences in detail, the four Gospels maintain remarkable consistency on core facts.
Core Facts Consistent Across All Four Gospels:

1. Jesus was baptized by John
2. Jesus taught with authority
3. Jesus was crucified

4. Jesus's tomb was empty

5. Jesus appeared to disciples after his death

Differences That Maintain Consistency The Gospels differ in:

Which miracles they emphasize

The exact wording of teachings

Details about resurrection appearances

Genealogy and birth narratives



But these differences are what you'd expect from different eyewitnesses reporting the same events
from different perspectives. If all four Gospels were identical, skeptics would claim they copied each

other. The variation combined with consistency suggests genuine eyewitness testimony.
CHECKLIST ITEM 10.2: Undesigned Coincidences

Undesigned coincidences are details that appear in separate accounts that only make sense if the

accounts are based on genuine historical knowledge.

Example: The Feeding of the 5,000 Matthew 14:19 mentions Jesus "commanded the multitude to sit

down on the grass."
Mark 6:39 mentions there was "much grass" in the place.
John 6:4 mentions this occurred "when the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh."

Now, think about this: If the Gospel writers were independently inventing this story, what are the odds
they'd all include details about grass? Grass is relevant to the season (spring, when Passover
occurred) and to comfort (people sitting on grass). These unintended details suggest independent

eyewitness knowledge that is being verified across accounts.
Example: Peter's Mother-in-Law Mark 1:29-31 describes Jesus healing Peter's mother-in-law.
Luke 4:38-39 describes the same event but adds that she "was taken with a great fever."

These accounts are clearly describing the same event, but they include different details. If one writer
copied the other, why would Luke add the specific detail about the fever? Luke is a physician
(Colossians 4:14), so it's natural that he would notice and record medical details. This unintended

detail suggests Luke has independent eyewitness knowledge.
CHECKLIST ITEM 10.3: Criterion of Embarrassment
Many Gospel details are embarrassing to the early church:

Peter's Denial Peter denied knowing Jesus three times. If the Gospels were inventing stories to make

the apostles look good, they wouldn't include Peter's failure.

The Disciples' Doubts Matthew 28:17 (KJV):

"And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted."

Even after encountering the risen Jesus, some disciples doubted. If the Gospels were invented to

convince people of the resurrection, why include doubts?

Judas's Betrayal Jesus was betrayed by one of his inner circle. This is embarrassing for the disciples

and reflects poorly on Jesus's judgment in choosing followers.



Women as First Withesses In first-century Jewish culture, women's testimony had limited legal
value. If the Gospels were invented to be persuasive in that culture, men would have been the first
witnesses. The fact that women are consistently reported as first witnesses suggests the Gospels

report what actually happened, even though it didn't fit cultural expectations.

The Crucifixion Crucifixion was the worst possible death in Roman culture—reserved for slaves and
criminals. It was considered a curse. If the Gospels were inventing Jesus's story, they would never

have ended with crucifixion. The fact that they do suggests they're reporting history, not inventing it.

Significance These embarrassing elements suggest the Gospels are reporting what actually

happened rather than inventing a story designed to be persuasive.
CHECKLIST ITEM 10.4: Criterion of Dissimilarity

Events that don't fit the theology of the later church are likely historical because they wouldn't have

been invented by later Christians.

Example: The Transfiguration The Gospels describe Jesus being transfigured—his appearance

changing, his clothes becoming white, and Moses and Elijah appearing with him.

This event is strange and difficult to explain. It's not emphasized in later Christian theology. If the
Gospels were invented by later Christians, they probably wouldn't have included such a mysterious

event. The fact that it's included suggests it's historical.

Example: Jesus's Cry of Abandonment Matthew 27:46 (KJV):

"And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?

that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

This is a troubling saying. Jesus appears to experience abandonment by God. If the Gospels were
invented, this saying would likely be omitted because it seems to contradict the theology of Jesus as

God's Son. The fact that it's included suggests it's historical.
CHECKLIST ITEM 10.5: The Problem of Invented Details
If the Gospels were invented, we'd expect certain patterns:

¢ All details would be flattering to disciples
o Controversial teachings would be softened
o Geographical details would be vague (invented stories aren't specific)

o Cultural context would be modern, not first-century
Instead, the Gospels contain:

o Embarrassing details about disciples



o Controversial, difficult teachings
o Specific geographical details that can be verified

o Accurate first-century cultural context

This is the signature of historical reporting, not invention.

SECTION 11: EARLY CREEDAL STATEMENTS AND
PRE-PAULINE MATERIAL

CHECKLIST ITEM 11.1: The Resurrection Creed in 1 Corinthians 15

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (KJV):

"For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that he
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this
present time; Then he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen

of me also, as of one born out of due time."

Why This is Significant Paul uses the language "I delivered unto you first of all that which | also

received." This indicates he is quoting material that was passed on to him. He is citing tradition.

Dating the Tradition Paul wrote 1 Corinthians in the early 50s AD. He claims he "received" this
material, meaning he received it as tradition. Since Paul received it and it was already established
tradition when he received it, the tradition must date to the early church, likely within a few years of the

crucifixion (which occurred in 30-33 AD).

What This Means This is extremely early testimony to the resurrection. It's not a later legend but
testimony from within 3-7 years of the crucifixion. The disciples were proclaiming the resurrection

almost immediately.
CHECKLIST ITEM 11.2: The Nature of This Creed
The resurrection creed includes several components:

1. Christ died for our sins - This is interpretive theology, suggesting the disciples
understood Jesus's death as redemptive

2. According to the scriptures - The disciples saw Jesus's death as fulfilling Old
Testament prophecy



3. He was buried - The burial is specified, emphasizing the reality of death
4. He rose again the third day - The timing is specific
5. According to the scriptures - Again emphasizing fulfilled prophecy

6. He appeared to - Multiple appearance accounts are listed

The Power of Multiple Witnesses The creed lists specific withesses:

o Cephas (Peter)

e The twelve apostles

e Over 500 believers at once
e James

o All the apostles

o Paul

These witnesses were specific and identifiable. The creed invites verification: "Most of the 500 are still

alive and can be questioned."
CHECKLIST ITEM 11.3: Other Early Creedal Material
Beyond 1 Corinthians 15, other passages appear to contain early creeds or confessions:

Romans 1:3-4 (KJV):

"Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according
to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness,

by the resurrection from the dead."

This appears to be pre-Pauline creedal material, possibly from the Jerusalem church.

Philippians 2:5-11 (KJV):

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father."




This passage appears to be an early hymn or creed confessing Jesus's divine nature and exaltation.

1 Timothy 3:16 (KJV):

"And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,

received up into glory."

This appears to be an ancient creed reciting events in Jesus's life and exaltation.

Significance These early creedal statements show that the church's convictions about Jesus—his
divine nature, his death, his resurrection, his exaltation—were established early and central to

Christian faith from the beginning.
CHECKLIST ITEM 11.4: The Reliability of Oral Tradition

Skeptics sometimes argue that the Gospel accounts developed through oral tradition and became
embellished over time. But evidence suggests oral tradition in Jewish culture was more reliable than

we might assume:

Rabbinic Tradition Jewish rabbis preserved extensive oral tradition, and many passages were
memorized exactly. When written down later, the written version closely matched what had been

memorized.

The Process of Oral Transmission In Jesus's time, disciples memorized the teachings of their rabbi.

This was a standard practice. The disciples would have memorized Jesus's teachings.

Early Written Documentation The Gospels were written within 30-40 years, when eyewitnesses

were still alive. This is relatively early.

Multiple Independent Accounts The four Gospels represent independent accounts, suggesting the

tradition was not monopolized by any one group but was widespread.

Conclusion While oral tradition allows for some variation in wording and detalil, it does not easily

allow for major fabrication or legendary development when eyewitnesses are present.

PART 4: ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

SECTION 12: ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONFIRMATION OF
NEW TESTAMENT DETAILS



CHECKLIST ITEM 12.1: Geography and Place Names
Hundreds of place names in the New Testament have been archaeologically confirmed:

Galilee All four Gospels place Jesus's early ministry in Galilee. Archaeologists have extensively
excavated the Galilee region and confirmed it was a densely populated region with many towns and

villages during the first century.

Capernaum The Gospels describe Jesus making Capernaum a base of operations. Archaeologists
have excavated Capernaum and found a first-century fishing village. A synagogue was discovered

with foundations likely dating to Jesus's time, which could be the synagogue where Jesus taught.

The Sea of Galilee (Lake of Kinneret) The Gospels describe the Sea of Galilee and specify its size

and geography. Archaeologists confirm the accurate description of this lake.

Bethsaida John 1:44 (KJV):

“Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter."

For centuries, Bethsaida was a "lost city." In the 1980s, archaeologists discovered it on the northern

shore of the Sea of Galilee, exactly where the Gospel accounts place it.

Jerusalem The Gospels provide detailed descriptions of Jerusalem—the temple, the pool of
Bethesda, the pool of Siloam, the Mount of Olives. Archaeologists have verified the existence of these

features and their locations.

The Mount of Olives The Gospels describe Jesus spending time on the Mount of Olives.
Archaeologists and geographers confirm this location overlooks Jerusalem and is exactly where the

Gospels place it.
CHECKLIST ITEM 12.2: Cultural Details

The New Testament contains numerous details about first-century Jewish culture that have been

confirmed by archaeology and historical research:

Temple Customs The Gospels describe temple worship practices:

e Sacrifice of animals
¢ Cleansing of hands before eating
e Observance of Sabbath

e Purity laws
Archaeology and Jewish sources confirm these practices.

Burial Practices The Gospels describe burial in tombs. Archaeologists have excavated numerous

first-century Jewish tombs near Jerusalem, and they match the Gospel descriptions:



e Carved from rock
o Large enough for a body
o Sealed with a rolling stone

¢ Often contained multiple burial chambers

Crucifixion The Gospel descriptions of crucifixion align with archaeological evidence:

 Victims were stripped naked
» Nails were driven through hands or wrists
o Legs could be broken to hasten death

o Bodies were displayed to deter rebellion
CHECKLIST ITEM 12.3: Archaeological Discoveries That Changed Skepticism

Several important archaeological discoveries have confirmed Gospel accounts after skeptics had

guestioned them:

The Pool of Bethesda For centuries, skeptics questioned whether the "pool of Bethesda" mentioned
in John 5 actually existed. Then, in the 1960s, archaeologists discovered the ruins of the Pool of

Bethesda in Jerusalem, exactly where John described it.

The Pool of Siloam For years, the exact location of the Pool of Siloam was unknown. Archaeologists

discovered it in 2005, confirming its existence and location.

Pontius Pilate Skeptics questioned whether Pontius Pilate was actually the governor when Jesus
was crucified. Then, in 1961, the "Pilate Stone" was discovered—an inscription bearing Pilate's name

and title, confirming he was prefect of Judea during the relevant period.

John the Baptist The Gospels mention John the Baptist. Josephus confirms John's existence, his
baptizing activity, and his execution. Archaeological investigation hasn't revealed his tomb, but his

historical reality is confirmed.

The Ossuary of Caiaphas In 1990, archaeologists discovered a bone box (ossuary) inscribed with
"Joseph son of Caiaphas." This was likely the burial box of the Caiaphas mentioned in the Gospels as

the high priest.
CHECKLIST ITEM 12.4: Confirming Minor Details
Archaeology has confirmed numerous minor details in the New Testament:

Fishing Industry The Gospels describe a fishing industry on the Sea of Galilee. Archaeologists have

found fishing villages and fishing implements from the first century.

Taxation and Customs The Gospels mention tax collectors. Roman tax systems have been

confirmed by archaeological research.



Roman Military The Gospels describe Roman soldiers and crucifixion. Roman military archaeology

confirms these details.

Jewish Religious Practices The Gospels describe Jewish practices—tefillin (phylacteries), tzitzit
(fringes), sabbath regulations. Archaeology has confirmed these practices were common in first-

century Judaism.

SECTION 13: ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONFIRMATION OF
OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY

While the focus here is primarily on New Testament evidence, it's worth noting that archaeology has

increasingly confirmed the historical reliability of the Old Testament:

CHECKLIST ITEM 13.1: The Pool of Bethesda (already mentioned, but applies to Old Testament as

well)
CHECKLIST ITEM 13.2: The Tel Dan Stele

The Tel Dan Stele is an ancient inscription from the 9th century BC that mentions the "House of
David." For decades, skeptics questioned whether David actually existed, but this inscription confirms
it.

CHECKLIST ITEM 13.3: The Khirbat Qeiyafa Site

Archaeologists have excavated Khirbat Qeiyafa, which many believe is Davidic-period fortification.
This provides evidence for the kingdom of David during the period described in 1 Samuel and 2

SEIER
CHECKLIST ITEM 13.4: The Hittite Nation

The Bible mentions the Hittites multiple times. For centuries, there was no external confirmation of the
Hittite nation. Then archaeologists discovered evidence of a major Hittite civilization, confirming the

Bible's references.

Significance As archaeology has developed, Old Testament references have been increasingly
confirmed rather than contradicted. This suggests that the Old Testament is a historically reliable

document.

SECTION 14: DISCOVERIES THAT CHANGED OUR
UNDERSTANDING



CHECKLIST ITEM 14.1: The Dead Sea Scrolls (1947)

In 1947, a shepherd boy discovered jars containing ancient manuscripts in caves near the Dead Sea.

These manuscripts became known as the Dead Sea Scrolls.

What They Contain

Complete copies of Old Testament books

Portions of nearly every Old Testament book

Commentaries and interpretations

Dating: approximately 200 BC to 70 AD
Significance

1. Textual Verification - These manuscripts predate by 1,000 years the Hebrew texts that became
standard. When compared, the texts are remarkably similar, confirming the accuracy of text

transmission.

2. Messianic Expectations - The scrolls reveal what first-century Jews expected from the Messiah.

Some of these expectations are fulfilled by Jesus.

3. Ancient Bible Study - The scrolls show how ancient Jews interpreted Scripture and studied

prophecies about the Messiah.

4. Confirmation of Biblical Accuracy - The scrolls confirm that the biblical texts we have today

are the same texts that existed 2,000 years ago.
CHECKLIST ITEM 14.2: The Egyptian Manuscripts (Chester Beatty Papyri)

In Egypt, ancient papyrus manuscripts of the New Testament were discovered, dating to the 200s AD.

These manuscripts contain portions of the New Testament written on papyrus.
Significance

» Early attestation of biblical texts
o Confirmation of textual stability

» Evidence that these texts were widely copied and distributed
CHECKLIST ITEM 14.3: The Nag Hammadi Library (1945)

In Egypt, ancient manuscripts were discovered that contained various texts, including some claiming

to be "gospels" (like the Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Philip).
Significance

1. Dating - These texts are from the 4th century AD, much later than the canonical Gospels (1st

century).



2. Content - These texts are markedly different from the canonical Gospels in content, style, and

theological emphasis.

3. Confirmation of Canon - The existence of these later, different texts highlights the distinction
between the canonical Gospels (earlier, more historically focused, emphasizing Jesus's life,
death, and resurrection) and later Gnostic texts (later, more mystical, emphasizing secret

teachings).
CHECKLIST ITEM 14.4: The Pilate Stone (1961)

As mentioned, the discovery of the "Pilate Stone" with an inscription bearing Pontius Pilate's name

and title confirmed the Gospels' historical accuracy regarding Pilate's office.

PART 5: SCIENTIFIC AND RATIONAL
EVIDENCE

SECTION 15: THE FINE-TUNING OF THE UNIVERSE

CHECKLIST ITEM 15.1: The Improbability of a Life-Permitting Universe

Scientists have discovered that the universe appears fine-tuned for the existence of life. The
fundamental constants that govern the universe are set to values that, if varied by even tiny fractions,

would make life impossible.
Examples of Fine-Tuning:

Gravitational Constant The strength of gravity is finely tuned. If it were stronger, stars would burn out
quickly and the universe would collapse. If it were weaker, stars would never form and the universe

would be too cold for life.

Electromagnetic Force The strength of the electromagnetic force relative to gravity is precisely

balanced. If it were different by even 1%, chemistry would be different and life would not exist.

Expansion Rate of the Universe The rate at which the universe expands is precisely calibrated. If
the expansion were faster, matter would disperse and galaxies wouldn't form. If slower, the universe

would have collapsed back on itself.

Proton Mass to Electron Mass Ratio The ratio between the proton mass and electron mass is

precisely set. If this ratio were different, chemistry would be different and life would be impossible.

CHECKLIST ITEM 15.2: The Improbability of This Occurring By Chance



The probability of these constants being set precisely for life is astronomically small. The physicist

Brandon Carter calculated that the probability is approximately 1 in 10760 (1 followed by 60 zeros).

To put this in perspective: if you covered the entire Earth with sand and randomly selected one grain,
then covered the entire visible universe with sand and randomly selected one grain, it would be 10750

times more likely than the universe having these precisely fine-tuned constants.

CHECKLIST ITEM 15.3: Explanations for Fine-Tuning

How do we explain this remarkable fine-tuning?

Explanation 1: The Multiverse Some physicists propose that countless universes exist with different
constants. We happen to live in the one universe with the right constants for life. This is called the

"anthropic principle."

Problem: The multiverse is unobservable and unfalsifiable. It's not clear this is even science.

Explanation 2: Luck Perhaps we're just incredibly lucky that the constants happened to be set right.

Problem: The odds are so astronomically small that luck seems implausible.

Explanation 3: Design Perhaps the universe was designed by an intelligent creator who set the

constants to allow life.

Advantage: This explanation is parsimonious (it doesn't require infinite unobservable universes) and

aligns with what we observe (complexity typically results from design).

CHECKLIST ITEM 15.4: The Relevance to Christianity

Christianity claims that the universe was created by God. The fine-tuning of the universe is consistent
with this claim. A universe created by an intelligent designer would be expected to be fine-tuned for

life, while a random universe would not be.

Romans 1:19-20 (KJV):

"For that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.
For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they

are without excuse."

The apostle Paul taught that creation itself reveals God's power and character.

SECTION 16: THE ORIGIN OF LIFE



CHECKLIST ITEM 16.1: The Problem of Abiogenesis
How did life originate from non-living matter? This is called abiogenesis—Ilife arising from non-life.

The Challenge Life is extraordinarily complex. A single living cell contains DNA with billions of
instructions, proteins that fold precisely to perform functions, membranes that regulate what enters

and exits, and numerous other complex systems.

The spontaneous organization of this complexity from non-living chemical elements seems

improbable.
CHECKLIST ITEM 16.2: The Information Problem

DNA is information-encoding. It contains instructions for building proteins. Where did this information

come from?
Information Typically Comes from a Source \WWhen we observe information:

e Books come from authors
o Computer programs come from programmers

e Instructions come from designers

Yet naturalistic explanations of life's origin propose that DNA's information arose by chance chemical

reactions.
CHECKLIST ITEM 16.3: Probabilistic Calculations

Physicist Fred Hoyle calculated the probability of random chemical reactions producing a single

enzyme (a protein that performs a function).
He calculated the probability at approximately 1 in 10740,000.

To put this in perspective: The number of atoms in the observable universe is approximately 10°80.
Even if you had all those atoms rearranging into all possible configurations from the beginning of time

until now, you wouldn't randomly produce a single functional enzyme.

CHECKLIST ITEM 16.4: What Evolution Explains and What It Doesn't

Evolution is a theory about how life develops and changes. But it doesn't explain the origin of life itself.
Evolution assumes:

1. Living cells already exist
2. These cells reproduce with slight variations

3. Natural selection favors beneficial variations

But evolution doesn't explain how the first living cell came into existence. This is where abiogenesis

comes in.



CHECKLIST ITEM 16.5: The Relevance to Christianity

Christianity teaches that God created life. The problem of explaining life's origin through purely

naturalistic means is consistent with Christianity's claim that life requires a creator.

Genesis 1:27-28 (KJV):

"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over

the fowl of the air, and over every beast of the earth that moveth upon the earth."

The Bible teaches that God created life. The difficulty of explaining life's origin through naturalistic

means supports this claim.

SECTION 17: CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE LIMITS OF
MATERIALISM

CHECKLIST ITEM 17.1: The "Hard Problem" of Consciousness

Why do we have subjective experience? Why is there "something it is like" to see red, taste chocolate,

or feel pain?

This is called the "hard problem of consciousness." Physical processes in the brain can be measured
and described scientifically, but subjective experience—what philosophers call "qualia"—seems

different.

The Gap You can describe the physics and chemistry of seeing red—light wavelengths,
photoreceptors, neural firing—»but this doesn't explain why red "looks like" red to you. There's a gap

between objective physical processes and subjective experience.
CHECKLIST ITEM 17.2: The Inadequacy of Materialism

Materialism—the view that everything is ultimately just matter and energy—struggles to explain

CONSCiousness.

If consciousness is just the product of physical brain processes, and if all physical processes are
ultimately deterministic (governed by physical laws), then it seems consciousness would not involve

free will or genuine choice.

Yet we experience ourselves as making genuine choices. This suggests consciousness may involve

something beyond purely physical processes.



CHECKLIST ITEM 17.3: The Implications for Dualism

Some philosophers and scientists argue that consciousness requires a non-physical component—

what's sometimes called "mind" or "soul" as distinct from brain.

Dualism—the view that reality includes both physical matter and non-physical mind or consciousness

—has problems. How do non-physical mind and physical brain interact?

Yet materialism also has problems. How do subjective experiences arise from purely physical

processes?
CHECKLIST ITEM 17.4: The Relevance to Christianity
Christianity teaches that humans have a spiritual dimension—a soul or spirit.

Matthew 22:37-38 (KJV):

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,

and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.”

Jesus speaks of the soul as a real part of human nature. The existence of consciousness and the
limits of materialism in explaining consciousness are consistent with Christianity's teaching that

humans have a spiritual nature.

Ecclesiastes 12:7 (KJV):

“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who

gave it."

The Bible teaches that humans have a spiritual nature that outlasts the physical body.

SECTION 18: MORALITY AND MORAL ONTOLOGY

CHECKLIST ITEM 18.1: The Objective Reality of Morality

We experience morality as real. We believe some things are genuinely wrong—torturing children for

fun, for instance—not just matters of opinion.
But where does this sense of objective morality come from?

CHECKLIST ITEM 18.2: Challenges for Naturalism



If everything is ultimately just matter and energy governed by physical laws, how does objective

morality exist?
Physical laws describe how things behave, not how they should behave.

Evolution explains how we came to have moral intuitions—certain behaviors promoted survival—but
doesn't explain objective morality. If morality is just evolved instinct, then it's not really objective; it's

just what happened to evolve in humans.
CHECKLIST ITEM 18.3: The Argument from Morality
Some philosophers argue:

1. If objective morality exists, the best explanation is God
2. Objective morality does exist (we perceive it as real)

3. Therefore, God probably exists

C.S. Lewis on Morality C.S. Lewis argued that our moral sense—our conviction that right and wrong

are real, not arbitrary—points to a transcendent moral order, which is best explained by God.
CHECKLIST ITEM 18.4: The Relevance to Christianity

Christianity teaches that morality is rooted in God's character. God is good, and moral truth reflects
God's character and will.

Psalm 25:8 (KJV):

"Good and upright is the Lord: therefore will he teach sinners in the way."

Psalm 119:68 (KJV):

"Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes."

The Bible teaches that goodness is rooted in God. The reality of objective morality is consistent with

Christianity's teaching about God.

PART 6: TRANSFORMATIONAL
EVIDENCE



SECTION 19: LIVES CHANGED BY CHRISTIANITY

CHECKLIST ITEM 19.1: The Disciples
The disciples of Jesus experienced radical transformation:

e Peter, a fisherman, became a bold proclaimer of the gospel
e James and John, sons of Zebedee, became leaders of the church
¢ Matthew, a tax collector despised by Jewish community, became an apostle

e Thomas, initially skeptical, became a missionary

None of this makes sense unless something dramatic happened—unless they genuinely encountered

the risen Jesus.
CHECKLIST ITEM 19.2: Contemporary Testimonies
Throughout history and in the present day, people report transformative encounters with Jesus:

Changed from Addiction Countless people report being freed from addiction (drugs, alcohol,
gambling) through faith in Jesus. While addiction recovery is possible through other means, the

spiritual component of Christianity provides unique help.

Changed from Crime People in prisons report conversion to Christianity and radical transformation.
Chuck Colson, who went to prison for involvement in Watergate, became a Christian and spent the

rest of his life helping prisoners.

Changed Relationships People report healing of broken marriages, reconciliation with family

members, and restored relationships through Christian faith.
CHECKLIST ITEM 19.3: Conversions from Other Faiths

People raised in other religions—Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc.—report encountering Jesus and
converting to Christianity. These conversions often involve significant personal cost (family rejection,

persecution), suggesting the conversions are genuine rather than superficial.
CHECKLIST ITEM 19.4: Changed Worldview

People report that conversion to Christianity fundamentally changed how they see reality, their

purpose, and their values.

This suggests that Christianity involves not just intellectual assent to propositions but genuine

transformation of the person.
CHECKLIST ITEM 19.5: Consistency of Transformation
People report similar types of transformation:

» Increased sense of purpose



¢ Increased capacity for forgiveness
o Decreased fear and anxiety
» Increased love for others

¢ Increased sense of God's presence

This consistency across different people and contexts suggests that the transformation is real, not

imaginary.

SECTION 20: ANSWERED PRAYERS AND MIRACLES

CHECKLIST ITEM 20.1: Answered Prayers

Christians report that prayer results in real changes:

Healing from illness

Help in crisis situations

Guidance in decisions

Provision of needs

While skeptics can argue that these might be coincidence, the cumulative weight of millions of reports

of answered prayer across centuries and cultures suggests something real is happening.
CHECKLIST ITEM 20.2: Miracles in the Present Day

While miracles seem rare in modern times, Christians report experiences they believe are miraculous:

e Unexpected healings

e Provision in impossible circumstances
¢ Divine protection

e Supernatural guidance

Medical doctors have documented cases of medically unexplained healings. While these are rare,

they suggest that the physical world is not entirely closed to non-natural causation.
CHECKLIST ITEM 20.3: The Testimonial Argument

When vast numbers of people report similar types of experiences across different times and cultures,

this suggests the experiences are real.

Consider: If millions of people reported that purple elephants regularly appeared in their living rooms,
we'd think they were delusional. But if millions of people report transformed lives through encountering
Jesus, and if these reports come from rational, educated people, and if the transformations are

publicly verifiable, then we should consider the possibility that something real is happening.



CHECKLIST ITEM 20.4: The Relevance to Resurrection Claims

The resurrection of Jesus was predicted in Scripture and is attested early. If Jesus rose from the dead,
then continued supernatural activity (miracles, answered prayers) would be consistent with

Christianity's foundational claim.

SECTION 21: THE GOSPEL'S POWER TO TRANSFORM
CULTURES

CHECKLIST ITEM 21.1: Historical Impact of Christianity
Christianity has radically transformed cultures:

End of Slavery in the West The abolition movement in America and Britain was driven largely by
Christian conviction that slavery violated the value of human beings created in God's image.

Christians like William Wilberforce fought tirelessly to end slavery.

Universal Education The church established schools and universities, promoting literacy and
education. The world's oldest universities (Oxford, Cambridge, Salamanca) were founded by the

church.

Healthcare Systems The church established hospitals and healthcare systems. The Red Cross,

which provides healthcare in disaster situations worldwide, was founded by Christians.

Human Rights The concept of universal human rights was developed largely by Christian thinkers

who grounded human value in being created in God's image.

Science Many early scientists were Christians who believed creation was orderly and comprehensible
precisely because God created it rationally. The scientific revolution grew out of Christian

intellectualism.
CHECKLIST ITEM 21.2: Moral Progress
Societies influenced by Christianity have generally progressed morally:

e From slavery to abolition
e From limiting rights to expanding rights
e From autocracy to democracy

e From restricted education to universal education

While these developments are complex and have other contributors, Christianity has been a

significant moral force.

CHECKLIST ITEM 21.3: The Gospel as Agent of Change



The Gospel message—that all people are loved by God, that all people have infinite value, that all

people can be forgiven and restored—naturally leads to:

Concern for the poor and marginalized

Commitment to justice

Willingness to sacrifice for others

Belief in human dignity and worth
CHECKLIST ITEM 21.4: Transformation Today

Christianity continues to transform lives and communities today:

Christian organizations provide humanitarian aid worldwide

Christian churches provide community support

Christian hospitals provide healthcare

Christian education provides learning opportunities

PART 7: COMPARATIVE EVIDENCE

SECTION 22: WHY CHRISTIANITY IS UNIQUE AMONG
RELIGIONS

CHECKLIST ITEM 22.1: The Unique Historical Claims
Christianity makes specific historical claims:

e God became human in Jesus
e Jesus was crucified
e Jesus rose from the dead

o Jesus appeared to multiple witnesses
These are claims about historical events that can be investigated historically.

Other religions make claims that are less historically specific:
¢ |slam teaches that Muhammad received revelations (revelations can't be
investigated externally)

o Buddhism teaches that Siddhartha achieved enlightenment (enlightenment is
subjective)



e Hinduism teaches about the nature of ultimate reality (metaphysical claims resist

empirical investigation)

Only Christianity makes claims that are fundamentally historical and thus can be historically

investigated.
CHECKLIST ITEM 22.2: The Unique Combination of Qualities
Christianity uniquely combines:

1. Historical grounding - Claims about specific historical events
. Eyewitness testimony - Attested by people claiming to have witnessed events
. Early documentation - Documented within decades of events

. Multiple independent sources - Reported by different authors
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. Predictive power - Prophecies that were fulfilled
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. Transformational power - Changes lives radically

7. Logical coherence - Philosophical consistency
No other religion combines all these factors.
CHECKLIST ITEM 22.3: The Unique Nature of the Founder

Jesus made unique claims:

Jesus claimed to forgive sins (only God can do this)

Jesus claimed to be God

Jesus predicted his own resurrection

Jesus claimed to be the judge of all people
Other religious founders made no such claims:

¢ Muhammad claimed to be a prophet, not God
e Buddha claimed to be enlightened, not God

o Confucius was a moral teacher, not claiming divinity
Only Jesus made the claim to be God incarnate.
CHECKLIST ITEM 22.4: The Centrality of Resurrection

Christianity's central claim is resurrection. The religion stands or falls on whether Jesus rose from the
dead.

1 Corinthians 15:14 (KJV):



"And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain."

Other religions don't make a specific claim about physical resurrection as the foundation of the faith.
Buddhism focuses on enlightenment. Islam focuses on submission to God. Hinduism focuses on

divine union.

Only Christianity claims that the solution to human problems is God becoming human, dying, and

rising from the dead.

SECTION 23: COMPARING CHRISTIANITY TO
ALTERNATIVES

CHECKLIST ITEM 23.1: Christianity vs. Atheism

Atheism's Challenge Atheism must explain:

The origin of the universe (why is there something rather than nothing?)

The fine-tuning of the universe

The origin of life

The existence of consciousness

The reality of objective morality

Atheism typically offers:

"The universe is brute fact with no explanation”
e "Fine-tuning is explained by the multiverse"

» "Life arose through natural selection” (but this doesn't explain origin, only
development)

e "Consciousness is just a byproduct of brain processes"

e "Morality is evolved instinct”
Christianity's Answer Christianity explains:

The universe exists because God created it

Fine-tuning reflects God's design

Life was created by God

Consciousness reflects having been created in God's image

Morality reflects God's character



Christianity provides comprehensive explanations. Atheism leaves many questions unanswered.
CHECKLIST ITEM 23.2: Christianity vs. Pantheism
Pantheism teaches that God is all and all is God—the universe is God.

The Problem If God and the universe are the same, then God is limited by the universe. God would

be subject to entropy, decay, and the same laws that govern the universe.

Also, if everything is God, then evil is God. It's hard to maintain moral distinction between good and

evil if all is God.

Christianity teaches that God is transcendent—beyond and above creation—but also immanent—

present and active in creation. God is neither identical with creation nor completely separate from it.
CHECKLIST ITEM 23.3: Christianity vs. Deism

Deism teaches that God created the universe but doesn't interact with it—like a clockmaker who winds

up a clock and leaves it to run.

The Problem If God doesn't interact with the universe, how can we know God exists? How can we

pray and expect God to answer? How can God's intentions for humanity be known?

Christianity teaches that God is actively involved in the world—guiding history, answering prayers, and

ultimately entering the world in Jesus.
CHECKLIST ITEM 23.4: Christianity vs. Religious Syncretism
Religious syncretism attempts to combine elements of different religions into one system.

The Problem Different religions make contradictory claims:

e Christianity: Jesus is God
e [slam: Jesus is not God

e Buddhism: There is no God

These can't all be true. A syncretic approach either:

1. Dilutes all religions to the point where they lose distinctive meaning

2. Incoherently holds contradictory beliefs

Christianity's exclusive claims are controversial but coherent.

SECTION 24: THE TEST OF TRUTH: WHICH
WORLDVIEW WORKS?



CHECKLIST ITEM 24.1: The Correspondence Test

Which worldview corresponds to reality?

Christianity claims:

God exists and is personal

The universe was created by God

Humans have spiritual nature and are responsible to God

Jesus rose from the dead

Evidence supporting Christianity's claims:

e The historical attestation for Jesus's existence and crucifixion
¢ The transformation of the disciples

e The explosion of Christianity despite opposition

« Fulfilled prophecies

e The fine-tuning of the universe

e The existence of consciousness

e The reality of objective morality
CHECKLIST ITEM 24.2: The Coherence Test
Which worldview is internally coherent?
Christianity:
o Explains origin of universe (creation)
o Explains fine-tuning (design)
o Explains life's origin (creation)
¢ Explains consciousness (created in God's image)
» Explains morality (reflects God's character)
e Explains human nature (created for relationship with God)

» Explains human problem (sin)

o Explains solution (Jesus's redemption)
Christianity provides comprehensive coherence.
Atheism:

e Leaves origin of universe unexplained

» Proposes multiverse to explain fine-tuning (unobservable)



e Leaves life's origin largely unexplained
e Struggles to explain consciousness

» Reduces morality to evolved instinct
CHECKLIST ITEM 24.3: The Pragmatic Test
Which worldview works in practice? Which worldview produces the best results?
Christianity:

e Produces transformed lives

» Produces compassionate communities
e Motivates moral progress

¢ Provides meaning and purpose

¢ Reduces despair and hopelessness

e Creates social cohesion

Atheism:

Can lead to nihilism and despair

May reduce moral motivation (if there's no God, why be moral?)

Doesn't provide ultimate meaning

Can lead to relativism

Note: Individual atheists can live meaningful, moral lives through personal conviction or other sources

of meaning. But atheism as a worldview doesn't inherently provide meaning and purpose.
CHECKLIST ITEM 24.4: The Predictive Test

Which worldview correctly predicts what we observe?

Christianity predicts:

e Human desire for transcendence (because we're created for God)
» Moral sense (because God is moral)
o Order and intelligibility in universe (because God is rational)

e Conscience (because we're made in God's image)
These predictions are confirmed.
Atheism predicts:

* No inherent meaning or purpose (confirmed in atheistic worldviews)



e Morality is illusion or evolutionary byproduct (but most atheists don't live as though
this is true)

e The universe is purely mechanical and deterministic (but quantum mechanics and
consciousness suggest otherwise)

PART 8: THE CUMULATIVE CASE

SECTION 25: BUILDING THE CASE FOR CHRISTIANITY

CHECKLIST ITEM 25.1: The Nature of Cumulative Case

The case for Christianity is not built on a single piece of evidence but on the cumulative weight of

multiple lines of evidence:

Historical Evidence:

Jesus's existence attested by multiple sources

Jesus's crucifixion widely confirmed

The disciples' transformation

Early church growth

Early and consistent testimony to resurrection
Prophetic Evidence:

 Fulfilled messianic prophecies
 Fulfilled prophecies about nations and events

o The remarkable precision and probability

Textual Evidence:

Excellent manuscript transmission

Early dating of documents

Internal consistency despite variation

Archaeological confirmation of details

Rational Evidence:

¢ Fine-tuning of universe points to design

 Origin of life suggests creator



o Consciousness suggests spiritual dimension

o Objective morality suggests moral lawgiver

Transformational Evidence:

Lives changed by Christianity

Cultures transformed by Christian gospel

Answered prayers

Miracles

CHECKLIST ITEM 25.2: The Interaction of Evidence Types

These evidence types interact and reinforce each other:

Historical evidence for the resurrection + Prophetic accuracy = The resurrection was predicted

Early testimony to resurrection + Transformation of disciples = The disciples genuinely

believed they encountered risen Jesus

Archaeological confirmation of details + Textual reliability = The Gospel accounts are

historically reliable

Jesus's unique claims + His resurrection = His claims are vindicated

The fine-tuned universe + The origin of life + The existence of consciousness + Objective

morality = The best explanation is intelligent creation

The evidence is not just individually strong but cumulatively overwhelming.

CHECKLIST ITEM 25.3: The Argument from Abduction

In logic, abduction (inference to the best explanation) asks: Which explanation best explains the

observed facts?

The Facts:

H

. Jesus existed and was crucified

N

. The disciples claimed to encounter risen Jesus

. The disciples were transformed and willing to face persecution

W

. Christianity exploded despite opposition

5. Prophecies were fulfilled

(o2}

. The Gospel accounts are accurate in detail

\I

. Lives have been transformed by Christianity

. The universe is finely tuned for life

o

. Life's origin is difficult to explain naturally



10. Consciousness seems to exceed pure materialism

11. Objective morality exists
The Competing Explanations:

Naturalistic Explanation:

¢ Jesus was a good teacher who was executed

 Disciples experienced hallucinations

e The early church was powered by wishful thinking

» Prophecies were vaticinium ex eventu (written after events)
e Fine-tuning is explained by multiverse

 Life arose through chance chemical reactions

» Consciousness is an emergent property of matter

e Morality is evolved instinct

Christian Explanation:

e Jesus was God incarnate

e The risen Jesus actually appeared to disciples

e The church was powered by genuine encounter with God
e Prophecies were genuinely predictive

¢ Fine-tuning reflects divine design

o Life was created by God

¢ Humans have spiritual nature

e Morality reflects God's character
The Question: Which explanation better explains the totality of evidence?

The Christian explanation:

» Explains more facts
» Requires fewer ad hoc additions (like the multiverse)

¢ |s more parsimonious (doesn't require extraordinary explanations for ordinary
phenomena)

« |Is supported by multiple independent lines of evidence



SECTION 26: ADDRESSING ALTERNATIVE
EXPLANATIONS

CHECKLIST ITEM 26.1: "The Disciples Hallucinated the Resurrection"

Some skeptics propose that the disciples didn't really encounter the risen Jesus but hallucinated his

appearance.
Problems with This Explanation:

1. Group hallucinations are rare - Paul claims 500 people saw Jesus at once. Group

hallucinations of this size have never been documented.

2. Skeptical witnesses - James, Jesus's brother, was a skeptic during Jesus's ministry (John 7:5).
Yet he came to believe and eventually was martyred. Why would a skeptical sibling experience a

hallucination?

3. Why believe a hallucination? - If they hallucinated seeing Jesus, why would they conclude he
rose from the dead rather than concluding they were experiencing a vision? Hallucinations might

explain seeing Jesus, but not the theology of bodily resurrection.

4. Hallucinations are typically of what one expects - The disciples didn't expect resurrection
(they expected the story to end in failure). If hallucinations occur, they typically happen to people
who expect them. The disciples’ conviction that Jesus rose from the dead, despite not expecting

it, suggests actual encounter rather than hallucination.
CHECKLIST ITEM 26.2: "The Body Theft Hypothesis"
Some skeptics propose that the disciples stole Jesus's body and fabricated the resurrection.
Problems:

1. Requires fabrication - The disciples would need to know they were lying. But would they face
torture and death for a lie they knew was false? People will endure hardship for false beliefs they

sincerely hold, but not for lies they know are lies.

2. Requires agreement - All the disciples would need to agree to the lie and maintain it. But if it's a

lie, wouldn't at least one break under pressure and expose the truth?

3. Requires stealing from guarded tomb - Matthew mentions the tomb was guarded. The

disciples would need to overcome guards, steal the body, and escape unnoticed.

4. Requires explaining empty tomb - Even skeptics agreed the tomb was empty. The disciples
and opponents disputed not whether the tomb was empty but why. If the disciples stole the body,

they would have the body. What did they do with it? Why is it never recovered?

5. Requires explaining transformation - If they stole the body, they would know they were lying.

Would their lies inspire them to face persecution and death?



CHECKLIST ITEM 26.3: "The Prophecies Were Written After the Events"

Some skeptics propose that the messianic prophecies were written after Jesus, so they're not really

predictions.
Problems:

1. The Dead Sea Scrolls contain messianic prophecies - Manuscripts from 200 BC contain
messianic prophecies. Since Jesus lived 33 AD, these prophecies predate Jesus by over 200

years and couldn't have been written to match Jesus's life.

2. The Septuagint contains prophecies - The Septuagint (Greek translation of Hebrew Bible) was
translated around 250 BC. It contains messianic prophecies. These were clearly written before

Jesus.

3. Jewish tradition attests prophecies - Rabbinic sources discuss messianic prophecies. These

discussions predate Jesus and couldn't have been written to match Jesus's life.

4. Specific details match - Prophecies contain specific details (betrayal for thirty pieces of silver,
bones not broken, hands and feet pierced) that match Jesus's life. If the prophecies were written

after Jesus, why not include all details? Why leave some details out?
CHECKLIST ITEM 26.4: "Fine-Tuning is Explained by the Multiverse"

Some skeptics propose that countless universes exist, and we happen to live in the one with the right

constants for life.
Problems:
1. Unobservable - The multiverse is not observable. We have no evidence it exists.

2. Unfalsifiable - Any evidence could be accommodated by proposing more universes. The theory

isn't falsifiable.

3. Doesn't eliminate design - Even if the multiverse exists, it still needs explanation. Why does the
multiverse exist? Why does it have the properties it has? The multiverse just pushes the question
back.

4. Multiplies entities - Occam's Razor suggests simpler explanations are preferable. God is one

entity. The multiverse requires infinite entities.
CHECKLIST ITEM 26.5: "Christianity is Just Psychological Projection"

Some skeptics propose that belief in God is just wishful thinking—people create God because they

need comfort.
Problems:

1. Doesn't address evidence - Even if belief in God meets psychological needs, this doesn't mean

God doesn't exist. A depressed person needs hope, but that doesn't mean hope doesn't exist.



2. Some people don't want to believe - Not everyone feels a psychological need for God. Some
would prefer not to believe in judgment and accountability. The psychological projection theory

doesn't explain why some atheists can't believe despite wanting to.

3. Christianity demands sacrifice - Christianity requires sacrifice and obedience, not just comfort.

If it's pure wishful thinking, why believe something that demands sacrifice?

4. The Bible contains harsh truths - The Bible teaches hard truths (judgment, hell, accountability)

that don't meet human desires for comfort. If religion is pure projection, why believe hard truths?

SECTION 27: THE REASONABLENESS OF CHRISTIAN
BELIEF
CHECKLIST ITEM 27.1: Belief in God as Rational

Given the evidence presented, belief in God is rational. This doesn't mean belief is certain or that

skepticism is irrational. But given:

¢ The fine-tuning of the universe

The difficulty of explaining life's origin

The existence of consciousness

The reality of objective morality

The historical evidence for Jesus

Belief that God exists is a reasonable conclusion.

CHECKLIST ITEM 27.2: Belief in Jesus's Resurrection as Reasonable

Given:

The unanimous early testimony to the resurrection
e The transformation of the disciples

e The growth of the church despite opposition

¢ The fulfillment of prophecies

e The testimony to multiple witnesses

e The internal consistency of Gospel accounts

o The archaeological verification of Gospel details

Belief that Jesus rose from the dead is a reasonable historical conclusion.

CHECKLIST ITEM 27.3: The Intellectual Respectability of Christianity



Throughout history, many of the world's greatest minds have believed in Jesus:
Medieval Thinkers:

e Augustine
e Aquinas

e Anselm
Renaissance Thinkers:

e Dante

e More
Early Modern Scientists:

¢ Newton (physicist)
¢ Leibniz (mathematician/philosopher)

e Boyle (chemist)
Modern Thinkers:

o Blaise Pascal (mathematician)

¢ G.K. Chesterton (philosopher)

e C.S. Lewis (philosopher)

¢ Alvin Plantinga (philosopher)

e William Lane Craig (philosopher)
e John Lennox (mathematician)

¢ Francis Collins (geneticist)

These are not intellectually inferior people. Intelligent, educated people throughout history have found

Christian faith reasonable.
CHECKLIST ITEM 27.4: The Coherence of Christian Worldview

Christianity provides a coherent worldview that:

o Explains origin of universe
o Explains fine-tuning

o Explains origin of life

e Explains consciousness

e Explains morality

» Explains human nature

¢ Explains human problems



e Provides solution to human problems
Few worldviews are this comprehensive.
CHECKLIST ITEM 27.5: The Verifiability of Christian Claims

Unlike some religions with purely mystical or metaphorical claims, Christianity makes claims that are

historically verifiable:

Jesus existed (historically attested)

Jesus was crucified (historically attested)

The disciples claimed resurrection (historically attested)

The church grew (historically attested)

These historical claims can be examined and evaluated.

CONCLUSION: FROM EVIDENCE TO
FAITH

The Evidence Checklist: Summary

We have examined extensive evidence for Christianity:

v Historical evidence for Jesus's existence, crucifixion, and the disciples' conviction in his

resurrection

v Prophetic evidence of fulfilled prophecies with remarkable precision

v Textual evidence of accurate manuscript transmission and early documentation
v Archaeological evidence confirming numerous biblical details

v Scientific evidence of design, consciousness, and morality pointing toward God
v Transformational evidence of lives and cultures changed by Christian faith

v Comparative evidence of Christianity's unique combination of historical grounding and

transformational power

This is substantial evidence. The cumulative case for Christianity is strong.

From Evidence to Personal Faith



But here's an important point: evidence is not the same as faith. You can examine all this evidence

and still choose not to believe. Faith requires a personal response.

Hebrews 11:1 (KJV):

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."

Faith trusts God even when you can't see God. Faith believes God's promises even when the future is

uncertain.

But faith is not blind. Faith is informed by evidence. As a skeptic examines this evidence, faith

becomes more reasonable.

The Invitation

To anyone examining this evidence: Jesus invites you to faith.

John 6:35 (KJV):

"And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger;

and he that believeth on me shall never thirst."

Jesus offers something real:

o Forgiveness for past wrongs
e Purpose for the present

» Hope for the future

» Relationship with God

o Transformation of character

e Community and belonging

The Choice Before Us

Each person must decide: Is the evidence sufficient to believe?

The evidence cannot force belief. But the evidence can remove intellectual obstacles. The evidence

shows that Christian faith is reasonable, historically grounded, and worthy of commitment.

Romans 10:9 (KJV):



"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that

God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."

To become a Christian:

1. Acknowledge that you are a sinner
2. Believe that Jesus died for your sins
3. Believe that Jesus rose from the dead

4. Commit your life to following Jesus

The Promise

John 3:16 (KJV):

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

God's promise is clear: whoever believes in Jesus will have eternal life.

This is not wishful thinking. This is not blind faith. This is faith grounded in evidence, in history, in the

transformation of lives, in the verification of prophecy, in the design of the universe.

This is faith that a reasonable person can embrace.

APPENDIX A: THE COMPLETE
EVIDENCE CHECKLIST

Historical Evidence [ Jesus's existence attested by Josephus [ Jesus's existence attested by
Tacitus [ Jesus's existence attested by Pliny [1 Jesus's crucifixion universally attested [1 The
disciples' conviction in resurrection L] The disciples' transformation from frightened to bold [1 James's
conversion from skeptic to believer [J The growth of the church despite opposition [ Change of

worship day from Saturday to Sunday [1 Centrality of resurrection in apostolic preaching

Prophetic Evidence [1 Messiah born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) [0 Messiah from line of David (2
Samuel 7:12-13) [ Messiah preceded by forerunner (Isaiah 40:3) [1 Messiah's hands and feet
pierced (Psalm 22:16) [1 Messiah betrayed for thirty pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12) [ Messiah



executed with criminals (Isaiah 53:12) [ Messiah's bones not broken (Psalm 34:20) [ Messiah risen
from dead (Psalm 16:10) [1 Prophecies about Tyre fulfilled (1 Prophecies about Babylon fulfilled [
Prophecies about Egypt fulfilled [J Jesus's prophecies about Jerusalem fulfilled (70 AD) [J Prophecies

about Israel's exile and restoration fulfilled

Textual Evidence [1 Over 5,800 Greek NT manuscripts [ Early papyri fragments from 2nd century [J
Chester Beatty Papyri demonstrating textual stability [1 Dead Sea Scrolls confirming OT accuracy [
Consistency across manuscript families [ Internal consistency of Gospels [1 Undesigned
coincidences suggesting independent eyewitnesses [1 Embarrassing details suggesting historical
reporting [J Criterion of dissimilarity identifying historical material [J Early creedal material (1

Corinthians 15) [ Multiple attestation of Gospel events

Archaeological Evidence [1 Pool of Bethesda (John 5) [ Pool of Siloam (John 9) [ Pontius Pilate's
stone [ John the Baptist confirmed by Josephus [ Ossuary of Caiaphas [1 Confirmation of
crucifixion method [1 Jerusalem geography accurate in Gospels [ First-century burial practices match
Gospel description [ Bethsaida discovered and confirmed [0 Capernaum excavated confirming

Gospel details [] Sea of Galilee confirmed [J Dozens of place names confirmed

Rational Evidence [] Fine-tuning of universe points to design [ Origin of life difficult to explain
naturally [1 Consciousness exceeds purely material explanation [ Objective morality exists [
Argument from first cause (cosmological argument) [1 Argument from design (teleological argument)

[1 Argument from consciousness [1 Argument from morality

Transformational Evidence [ Lives changed by Christianity documented throughout history [

Conversions from other faiths to Christianity [1 Healing from addiction documented [J Crime reduction
through Christian conversion [ Relationship restoration documented [1 Prayer answered documented
across cultures and centuries [ Miracles reported [ Christianity's impact on culture (slavery abolition,

education, healthcare)

Comparative Evidence [] Christianity unique in combining historical claims with spiritual claims [
Jesus unique in claiming divinity [1 Resurrection central to Christianity, not other religions [
Christianity unique in transformational power across cultures [1 Christianity better explains universe's
origin, design, and meaning [ Christianity provides comprehensive worldview [ Christian view of
human nature more complete than alternatives [J Christian explanation of morality more satisfying

than naturalism

APPENDIX B: FURTHER RESOURCES

Historical Evidence:

e "The Resurrection of Jesus" by N.T. Wright

e "The Historical Jesus" by John Dominic Crossan



e "Jesus and the Eyewitnesses" by Richard Bauckham
Prophetic Evidence:

e "The Messiah in the Old Testament" by Walter Kaiser

o "Fulfilled Prophecies" by David Adair
Textual Evidence:

e "The New Testament Documents” by F.F. Bruce

* "How We Got the Bible" by Neil Lightfoot

Archaeological Evidence:

» "The Archaeology of the New Testament" by John McRay

¢ "Archaeology of Palestine" by William Albright
Scientific/Rational Evidence:

e "AUniverse from Nothing" by Lawrence Krauss (and critiques of atheism's limits)
e "The Fine-Tuned Universe" by Brandon Carter
e "Consciousness Explained" by Daniel Dennett (and critiques)

e "If There Is No God" by William Lane Craig
Apologetics:

e "The Case for Christ" by Lee Strobel

e "Reasonable Faith" by William Lane Craig

» "The Reason for God" by Timothy Keller
e "Mere Christianity" by C.S. Lewis
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