


Bible Studv Methods




. Introduction: Why Bible Study Methods Matter

. Foundation: Before You Begin

. Method 1: SOAP (Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer)

. Method 2: Inductive Study (Observation, Interpretation, Application)
. Method 3: Topical Study (Tracing Themes Through Scripture)

. Method 4: Character Study (Learning from Biblical Lives)

. Method 5: Word Study (Exploring Word Meanings)

. Method 6: Book Study (Comprehensive Book Analysis)

. Method 7: Cross-Reference Study (Connecting Scripture)

. Method 8: Historical-Cultural Study (Understanding Context)
. Choosing Your Method (Practical Decision Guide)

. Study Plans for Each Method (30, 60, 90-Day Options)

. Practice Exercises and Examples

. Appendices and Resources




45% of Christians rarely or never study Scripture personally
Many read Scripture but don't understand it

Few use structured methods for study

Bible reading without study produces shallow faith

Confusion about HOW to study leads to not studying

Scripture study isn't optional. It's essential to spiritual growth.

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly

dividing the word of truth."

Contains 66 books

Spans 1,600+ years

Written in multiple languages
Addresses multiple audiences
Contains multiple genres
Requires cultural understanding

Demands careful interpretation

You might misinterpret Scripture




You might miss meaning
You might apply it incorrectly
You might miss what God's saying

You might substitute your interpretation for God's truth

You understand Scripture accurately
You discover deeper meaning
You apply it correctly

You hear God speak through His Word

You align yourself with His truth

Each method:

Has specific purpose

Uses particular process
Produces particular results
Fits particular situations

Builds particular skills

Before learning study methods, establish these foundations:

» Verses related to your passage




Connections to other Scripture
Theme connections

Parallel passages

Historical context
Language notes
Variant readings

Theological explanations

Word index
Topic index

Quick reference

Geographic context
Timeline references

Cultural information

— Excellent cross-references and notes
— Detailed theological notes
— Accessible explanations
— Comprehensive resources

— Multiple translations at once

Having multiple translations available helps. Compare how different translations render the same

e Pen and notebook

» Or digital note-taking




Journaling app

Note system

Physical or digital
For word searches

For topical study

Define biblical terms
Understand cultural context

Explain biblical concepts

Understand geography
See maps
Understand travel routes

Grasp territorial context

Commentaries (verse-by-verse explanations)
Lexicon (word definitions in original language)

Bible software (Logos, Olive Tree, Accordance)

Online resources (BibleGateway.com, BlueLetterBible.org)

15 minutes daily > 2 hours weekly
Daily habit builds discipline
Daily study compounds understanding

Daily engagement develops relationship with Scripture

Morning is ideal (start day with God)




Same time daily (builds habit)
Distraction-free space (phone off, door closed)

Consistent location (trains your mind)

15-20 minutes daily (achievable)
One passage or chapter (not overwhelming)
Specific number of days weekly (3-6 days realistic)

Manageable amount (sustainable long-term)

Check off days completed
Journal insights
Note what you're learning
Monitor growth

Celebrate consistency

"God, speak to me through Your Word. Open my mind to understand. Open my heart to receive.

Show me what You want me to know. Make Your truth clear to me."

"God, forgive me for areas I'm defending against Your truth. Show me where I'm resisting. Clear the

way for Your Spirit to work in me."




"God, I'm not studying to prove my point. I'm studying to understand Your point. Change my

thinking where needed. Make me willing to adjust my beliefs to match Your truth."

"Holy Spirit, guide my study. Give me wisdom. Illuminate meaning. Help me understand. Apply

truth to my heart. Teach me."




Perfect for:

Daily devotional study
Quick study (15-20 minutes)
New believers

Building spiritual discipline

Consistent engagement with Scripture

Read one chapter daily
Go through Bible systematically
Genesis to Revelation

Or New Testament then Old Testament

Follow a reading plan

Follow 30-day Bible reading plan
Use Bible app suggested passages
Follow church reading plan
Choose specific book

Select provided passages

Choose a theme (forgiveness, faith, love)




Find passages about it
Study related passages

Follow topical reading plan

One verse to one chapter
Not too long (get overwhelmed)
Not too short (not enough to study)

Sweet spot: 8-15 verses or 1 chapter

Copy the passage
Or write reference (John 3:16)
Or paste it in journal

Having it visible helps

Who is speaking?

Who is listening?

What's happening?
Where does it take place?

When does it happen?

Read slowly
Notice repeated words
Notice emphasized words

Notice surprising words

Underline significant words




State facts plainly

Don't interpret yet

Just observe what's there
Note key points

List main ideas

Is it narrative (story)?
Is it poetry?

Is it teaching?

Is it dialogue?

How is it organized?

Summarize in one sentence

What's the verse/passage about?

What's the central idea?
What's God communicating?

What's the core message?

What does it reveal about His character?
What does it show about His nature?
What does it communicate about His will?
What does it demonstrate about His love?

What does it reveal about His requirements?

What does it say about my nature?

What does it reveal about my condition?




What does it show about my need?
What does it communicate about my identity?

What does it reveal about my purpose?

What behavior should change?
What attitude should shift?
What practice should I start?
What habit should I stop?

What choice should I make?

Specific action
Specific change
Specific obedience
Specific commitment

Specific sacrifice

Specific situation
Specific person
Specific choice
Specific response

Specific action

"God, I learned that You are [what you observed]. Thank You for showing me that. Help me

understand this more deeply."




"God, I sense You asking me to [what you're applying]. Help me obey. Give me courage. Strengthen

my resolve. Enable me."

"God, I need Your help to apply this. I can't do this in my own strength. Work in me. Change me.

Make me willing. Make me able."

"God, I commit to [specific application]. I'm asking You to hold me accountable. Remind me.

Strengthen me. Help me follow through."

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you: as the

branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth

much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing." (KJV)

Jesus is teaching His disciples
It's His final discourse before crucifixion
Setting is intimate (just disciples)

Timing is critical (last teachings before death)




"Fruit/bear fruit" (appears 5 times)
"Abide" (appears 5 times)

"Vine/branches" (central metaphor)

Extended metaphor

Jesus compares Himself to vine
Disciples to branches

Father to husbandman (farmer)

Teaching/explanation format

Spiritual fruitfulness requires abiding in Christ
Separation from Christ produces nothing

Connection to Christ produces abundance

God the Father actively cultivates

God wants growth and fruit

God removes unfruitful branches
God is invested in our development

God partners with us in productivity

I'm a branch, not the vine (dependent)

I can't produce fruit alone (need Jesus)

I need regular connection with Jesus (abide)
I'm called to bear fruit (purpose)

My fruitfulness depends on my connection

Prioritize connection with Jesus

Stop trying to produce fruit in my own strength




Stop viewing myself as independent
Stop neglecting my relationship with Him

Start investing in my connection with Christ

Abide in Jesus (daily connection)
Read His Word (nourishment)
Pray consistently (communication)
Surrender my control (trust)

Release self-effort (faith)

Spend 30 minutes in prayer and Scripture

Stop trying to fix relationship problem in my own strength
Instead, ask Jesus for wisdom

Trust His guidance rather than forcing solution

Report how Jesus helped me

"Jesus, I see that I'm a branch. I need You as my vine. Forgive me for trying to produce fruit in my

own strength. Forgive me for independence. I want to abide in You. Teach me what that means.

Show me how to stay connected to You. Help me trust You with my relationships. Instead of forcing

solutions, help me seek Your wisdom. Help me bear the fruit You want me to bear. I surrender my

efforts to You. Guide me today."




— What does it say?
— What does it mean?

— What should I do?
Perfect for:

» Deeper Bible study
Study 30-60 minutes
Thorough understanding
Building interpretive skills

Serious believers

First read: Get overall sense
Second read: Notice details
Third read: Mark significant words

Fourth read: Study structure

Use colored pencils or digital highlighting:

— Command or instruction
— Promise or blessing
— Condition or requirement

— Key words or repeated words




— Questions or mysteries

— Examples or illustrations

Main character(s)
Secondary characters
Audience

Narrator

Primary action
Secondary actions
Sequence of events

Cause and effect

Location
Time period
Cultural setting

Historical context

Motivations
Methods
Purposes

Means

Write everything you notice:

1. Repeated words

2. Contrasts
3. Comparisons
4. Cause and effect

5. Time indicators




. Emotional language
. Metaphors or similes
. Questions asked

. Commands given

. Promises made

Summarize passage in one sentence
What's the central teaching?

What's the author communicating?

What's the primary point?

How does each verse contribute?
What does each section add?
How do parts relate?

How do they build the argument?

Why is this written?

What is the author trying to accomplish?
What does he want readers to believe/do?
What problem is he addressing?

What truth is he establishing?

What comes before? (sets up)

What comes after? (explains)




How does surrounding context illuminate?
How does historical context help?

How does cultural context clarify?

Do other passages address this?
Do other verses explain this?
How do parallel passages help?

What do related verses add?

Is it past, present, or future?

Is it command, promise, or statement?

Is it addressed to specific group or all believers?
Is it conditional or unconditional?

Is it literal or figurative?

Is this narrative, poetry, prophecy, letter, wisdom, gospel?
How does genre affect interpretation?

What rules apply to this genre?

What interpretation method fits this genre?

How does this challenge me personally?
What does this require of me?

What should I believe differently?
What should I do differently?

How should this change me?

What specific action should I take?




What situation does this address?
Who does this affect?
When should I apply it?

How will I measure obedience?

How does this affect my relationships?
What should I do with family?
What should I do with friends?
What should I do with church?

What should I do with neighbors?

What does this teach about God?
What does this teach about my faith?
How should this affect my prayers?
How should this affect my worship?

What spiritual truth does this reveal?

"Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in
the faith, knowing that the same dfflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

But the God of all grace, who hath called us into his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, dfter that ye

have suffered a while, will make you perfect, stablish you, strengthen you, settle you. To him be

glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." (KJV)




"Humble" — self-abasement
"Exalt" — raise up

"Care/careth" — concern, provision
"Resist" — oppose, withstand
"Afflictions" — suffering

"God of grace" — God's character

God (mighty hand, provider, glorious caller)
Believer (must humble, cast care, resist, suffer)

Devil (adversary, like roaring lion, seeks to devour)

Verse 6: Command to humble

Verse 7: Command to cast cares + reason (God cares)
Verses 8-9: Warning about devil + command to resist
Verse 10: Promise of God's care after suffering

Verse 11: Doxology (praise)

Humility vs. exaltation

Casting care vs. carrying worry
Sobriety vs. drunkenness
Vigilance vs. carelessness
Resisting vs. succumbing

Temporary suffering vs. eternal glory

In suffering and spiritual warfare, humble yourself, cast your cares on God, resist the devil, and trust

God's provision

God invites believers to trust Him completely during suffering




Humility, prayer, vigilance, and faith enable spiritual victory

Temporary suffering leads to eternal glory

Peter is writing to suffering churches
They face persecution for their faith
They're tempted to doubt God's care
They're vulnerable to spiritual attack

Peter is encouraging them

Means: Submit yourself to God's sovereignty
Implies: Stop trying to fix everything yourself
Requires: Surrendering control and trusting God's plan

Results in: God's exaltation of you

Means: Give all your worries to God
Implies: He is invested in you personally
Requires: Trusting His concern and provision

Results in: Freedom from anxiety

Means: Stay alert and clear-minded
Implies: Spiritual danger is real
Requires: Constant watchfulness

Results in: Avoiding spiritual defeat

Means: Firmly oppose the devil's attacks

Implies: You have power to resist

Requires: Unwavering faith

Results in: Spiritual victory




Means: You're not alone in suffering
Implies: Other believers face same struggles
Requires: Community perspective

Results in: Encouragement and normalization

Means: After suffering, God will fully develop you
Implies: Suffering isn't purposeless
Requires: Patience and trust

Results in: Spiritual maturity

To encourage suffering believers
To assure them of God's care
To exhort them to resist temptation

To remind them of eternal glory

To strengthen their faith

Am I trying to control everything or trusting God?

Do I truly cast my cares on God or carry them myself?
Am I spiritually alert or complacent?

Do [ recognize spiritual opposition?

Am I resisting temptation with faith?

Today, I will deliberately cast a specific worry on God

I will spend 5 minutes alerting myself to spiritual dangers
I will identify one temptation and resist it actively

I will contact a suffering believer and encourage them

I will remind myself that this suffering is temporary




I will acknowledge my struggle to someone I trust

I will pray with church community about suffering

I will encourage someone facing similar struggles

I will model trust in God to my family

This reveals God's deep care and investment in me
This shows spiritual warfare is real

This promises God's sustaining grace

This assures me of eternal glory

This calls me to faith-based resistance




1. Choose a topic (forgiveness, faith, love, prayer)
2. Find all relevant verses

3. Compare what each verse says

4. Compile comprehensive understanding

5. See how theme develops
Perfect for:

Understanding biblical doctrines
Seeing how themes develop

Comprehensive understanding

Addressing specific concerns

Building biblical framework

Interests you

Addresses a current concern
Appears frequently in Scripture
Relates to your life

Connects to your growth

Forgiveness
Faith

Love




Prayer

Hope

Grace

Salvation
Holiness

God's sovereignty
Spiritual gifts
Temptation
Suffering
Obedience

Trust

Look up topic word
Find all verses containing it
Check each reference

List relevant passages

Search for topic words

Get instant list
Sort by book

Compare translations

Search by keyword
Filter by topic
Find related verses

Compare versions

Look up topic




Follow provided references
Check cross-references

Build your list

Read books of the Bible
Note relevant passages
Build list as you read

Track where themes appear

Psalm 103:12
Isaiah 43:25
Micah 7:18

1 John 1:9

Matthew 18:21-22

Colossians 3:13

Ephesians 4:31-32

Luke 6:37

Matthew 18:23-35
Luke 15:11-32

2 Corinthians 5:19

Mark 11:25-26
Matthew 6:14-15

1 John 1:9




Read it

Note what it says
Understand its context
Compare with other verses

Note progression

Main teaching
Core principles
Central truth

Unified message

In Old Testament
In New Testament
Progressively

By author

By book

Essential elements
Supporting truths
Related concepts

Important distinctions

How should I think?
How should I behave?

How should I believe?




e How should I live?

Prayer — because I want to improve my prayer life

I search concordance and find these prayer verses:

— Lord's Prayer — Ask, seek, knock — Believe and
receive — Prayer with faith — How to pray — Pray in Jesus'

name — Ask in His name — Prayer with thanksgiving

— Pray without ceasing — Prayer confidence — Why prayers aren't

answered — Effective prayer

Matthew 6:6 — Prayer is private
1 Thessalonians 5:17 — Prayer is continuous

Philippians 4:6 — Prayer is presentation of requests

Matthew 6:5-15 — Don't pray to impress; pray honestly; use Lord's Prayer model
Matthew 7:7-11 — Ask persistently; God gives good gifts

Luke 11:1-13 — Disciples need instruction; importunity matters

Matthew 21:22 — Must believe

Mark 11:24 — Must believe when you pray
John 14:13-14 — Pray in Jesus' name

James 4:2-3 — Wrong motives block answers

1 John 5:14-15 — Pray according to His will

Matthew 7:7-11 — God is generous and good




Luke 11:11-13 — God gives good things

Philippians 4:6-7 — God's peace guards hearts

Philippians 4:6-7 — Peace of God
1 John 5:14-15 — Confidence in receiving

James 5:16 — Effective and fervent prayer accomplishes much

Private prayer is important
Avoid praying to be seen
God hears secret prayers

Private devotion matters

Active asking produces answers

Persistence ("seek...knock') matters

God gives good gifts

Earthly fathers give good gifts; heavenly Father does more

Praying through Jesus' authority
Using Jesus' name in prayer
Jesus promises to answer

Praying aligned with His character

Combine requests with gratitude
Inform God of needs
This produces God's peace

Peace guards heart and mind

Pray aligned with God's will

Confidence comes from knowing we're praying His will




He hears prayers according to His will

We receive what we ask

Many don't pray
Some pray with wrong motives
Selfish prayer isn't answered

Pure motives are essential

Prayer is direct communication with God
Prayer should be constant, not occasional
Prayer works best with faith, right motives, and alignment with God's will

God rewards prayer with His peace and provision

Prayer should be private, not for show

Prayer is persistent asking, seeking, knocking
Prayer requires faith in God's goodness

Answered prayer depends on praying in Jesus' name

Old Testament: Prayer established as communication with God
Gospels: Jesus teaches specific prayer instruction and principles
Epistles: Prayer presented as spiritual discipline and power

Throughout: Prayer emphasized as essential spiritual practice

— We can pray
— Honestly, privately, persistently
— Requests combined with thanksgiving
— In Jesus' name, according to God's will
— Faith, pure motives, right relationship

— Peace, provision, answered requests




I should pray daily (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

I should pray about everything, with thanksgiving (Philippians 4:6)
I should pray with faith expecting answers (Mark 11:24)

I should pray aligned with God's will (1 John 5:14)

I should examine my motives in prayer (James 4:3)

I should pray persistently, not giving up (Matthew 7:7)

I should use Jesus' name as my authority (John 14:13)




1. Choose a biblical character
2. Find all passages about them
3. Study their life arc

4. Analyze their character

5. Learn from their example
Perfect for:

Learning from biblical examples

Understanding character development

Applying biblical models

Inspiring personal growth

Building biblical framework

Abraham (faith, obedience)
Moses (leadership, faith)

David (repentance, faith, worship)
Esther (courage, providence)

Job (faith through suffering)

Ruth (loyalty, faithfulness)

Elijah (faith, boldness)

Joseph (integrity, trust)




Jesus (obviously, perfect model)

Peter (transformation, courage)

Paul (zeal, faith, perseverance)

Mary Magdalene (transformation, devotion)

John the Baptist (conviction, humility)

Timothy (faithfulness, growth)

Phillip (obedience, witness)

Name
Background
Family
Occupation

Social status

Time period
Historical context
Cultural setting

Religious climate

Primary accomplishments
Key moments
Defining characteristics

Legacy

» Passages where they're named




Stories about them
Their words

Their actions

Related passages

Events they're involved in

People they interact with

Consequences of their actions

Background
Formation

Preparation

Defining decisions
Turning points

Major events

Development
Learning

Transformation

Peak effectiveness
Major accomplishments

Refined character

Later years

Long-term impact




e Lessons left

What were they good at?
What qualities stood out?
What abilities impressed?

What character traits blessed others?

What struggles did they face?
What mistakes did they make?
What areas needed growth?

What challenged them?

How did they change?
What transformed them?
How did they mature?

What developed over time?

What was their faith journey?
How did they trust God?
What tested their faith?

How did faith sustain them?

What went wrong?

How did they fail?
What consequences resulted?

How did they recover?




What does their story reveal about God?
How did God work in their life?
What does this teach about God's character?

How did God guide them?

Where am I similar to them?
Where do I need to grow?
How does their faith challenge mine?

What example do they model?

What principles does their life teach?
What should I do differently?
How should this inspire me?

What legacy should I build?

Also known as Simon Peter, Cephas, "the Rock"
Fisherman from Capernaum
Married (had mother-in-law)

Uneducated, common person

Became Jesus' first disciple




1st century AD
During Jesus' ministry
Early church period

Likely died in Rome (tradition)

First among Jesus' apostles

Rock (foundation) upon which church built
Leader of Jerusalem church

Author of 1 and 2 Peter

Bold witness to Jesus

Matthew 14:25-32 — Walking on water

Matthew 16:17-19 — Jesus' declaration about Peter
Matthew 26:31-35 — Prediction of denial

Matthew 26:69-75 — Actual denial

John 13:1-17 — Foot washing

John 18:10 — Cutting off servant's ear

John 21:15-19 — Jesus' restoration of Peter

Acts 2:14-36 — Peter's first sermon

Acts 3:12-26 — Healing the beggar

Acts 5:1-11 — Ananias and Sapphira

Acts 10:1-48 — Peter's vision; Gentiles included
Galatians 2:11-14 — Paul corrects Peter

1 Peter — Peter's letter

Andrew brings Simon to Jesus
Jesus renames him Peter (Rock)
Jesus declares his future purpose

Simon becomes Jesus' follower




Jesus calls him and other disciples
Peter walks on water with Jesus
Peter denies Jesus can wash his feet
Jesus declares Peter is foundation

Peter makes mistakes regularly

Jesus predicts Peter's denial
Peter promises never to deny
Peter cuts off servant's ear
Peter denies Jesus three times

Peter weeps bitterly

Jesus appears to Peter

Jesus asks Peter, "Do you love me?" (3 times)
Jesus commissions Peter to "feed my sheep"
Peter's purpose is reaffirmed

Peter is restored and empowered

Peter leads Jerusalem church
Peter performs miracles

Peter preaches powerfully

Peter faces persecution courageously

Peter gradually steps back as Paul rises

Peter writes epistles

Peter encourages suffering believers
Peter addresses persecution

Peter's mature faith evident

Peter models faithful endurance




Courage (bold enough to speak when others quiet)
Leadership (naturally stepped into leading role)
Faith (willing to trust Jesus)

Passion (enthusiastic commitment)

Growth (transformed from impulsive to mature)

Boldness (unafraid to speak for Jesus)

Impulsiveness (acted before thinking)
Instability (wavered between faith and doubt)
Ego (wanted recognition)

Cowardice (denied Jesus when afraid)

Pride (thought he knew better than Jesus)

Fear (terrified during persecution at first)

Before: Impulsive, unstable, fearful
Crisis: Denied Jesus, wept bitterly

Turning Point: Jesus' restoration

After: Courageous, stable, bold

Result: Became rock foundation of church

Initial faith: Followed Jesus based on John's introduction
Growing faith: Walked with Jesus, learned His ways
Tested faith: Denied Jesus, feared for life

Restored faith: Jesus' restoration rebuilt faith

Mature faith: Faced persecution fearlessly

God sees potential in imperfect people (Peter became rock despite weakness)




God doesn't give up on failures (Jesus restored Peter)

God uses broken people (Peter's denial led to humility)

God empowers through Holy Spirit (Peter's boldness after Pentecost)

God calls despite inadequacy (Peter was uneducated yet became church leader)

God transforms from inside out (Peter's nature changed, not just behavior)

My impulsiveness isn't disqualifying (Peter was impulsive; Jesus still used him)

My failures don't define me (Peter denied Jesus but still became apostle)

My weaknesses can become strengths (Peter's weakness led to humility; humility led to usefulness)
I need Holy Spirit power (Peter's boldness came from Holy Spirit, not himself)

I need community (Peter needed other disciples)

I can grow (Peter transformed over time)

— Peter's failure made him humble and effective
— Peter was denied but then restored
— Jesus forgave Peter's denial

— Peter's boldness wasn't natural; it was Spirit-given

— Peter transformed over years, not instantly

— Jesus called Peter before Peter was ready

— Peter's denial refined and matured him

I don't have to be perfect to be used by God (Peter wasn't)
My failures aren't final (Peter recovered from his)

I can face persecution courageously (Peter did)

The Holy Spirit can transform me (Peter was transformed)
I have a purpose and calling (just like Peter)

God isn't ashamed of me when I fail (God restored Peter)




1. Choose a word

2. Find definition in original language
3. Find all uses in Scripture

4. Compare contexts

5. Understand full meaning
Perfect for:

Deep understanding

Word meaning precision

Theological study

Building vocabulary

Comprehensive understanding

Grace (charis)

Salvation (soteria)

Love (agape, phileo)

Faith (pistis)

Justification (dikaiosis)
Sanctification (hagiasmos)
Redemption (lutron)

Covenant (diatheke)




Pray (proseuchomai)
Obey (hupakoe)
Believe (pisteuo)
Follow (akolouthe)
Serve (diakone)
Love (agape)
Forgive (aphiemi)

Grow (auxano)

Appears frequently

Has important theological meaning
Appears in passages you're studying
Addresses current concern

Helps build biblical framework

Bible software

Online concordance

Study Bible notes

(@ninliring

Hebrew (Old Testament)
Aramaic (small portions)

Greek (New Testament)




What the word means
What it literally refers to
Root meaning

Basic sense

How it's used
Various contexts
Nuances

Different applications

What it meant in that culture
How people understood it
What it conveyed

What associations it had

Every time word appears

Note the book
Note the chapter/verse

Note the context

Who uses it?
When is it used?
How often?

What pattern emerges?




Same word, different sense
Context determines meaning
Compare similar usages

Note variations

Early usage
Later development
Growth in understanding

Changing application

How Paul uses it
How John uses it
How Peter uses it

Different emphases

Grace — because I want to understand what grace really means

Greek word: (pronounced "KHAR-is")

Grace literally means "favor, kindness, goodwill"

Can mean "pleasant, agreeable"

Can mean "gift freely given"

Not earned, not deserved

Given by one in superior position to one in inferior position




Comes from root meaning "to show favor"
Implies favor shown without obligation
Indicates undeserved kindness

Conveys generous giving

Grace was favor shown by superior
Expected of rulers to show grace to subjects
Highly valued concept

Linked to beauty and charm

God's undeserved favor toward humanity
Especially toward sinners
Free gift, not earned

Extended through Christ

"All have sinned...justified by his grace as a gift"
"Justified by faith, we have peace...access by faith into grace"
"By grace you are saved through faith...not of works"
"The grace of God bringing salvation has appeared"
"Set your hope on the grace to be brought to you"
"My grace is sufficient for you"
"Full of grace and truth"

"Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus"

Romans 3:23-24 — "All have sinned...justified by grace"




Grace sets us right with God
Not by our works
Undeserved kindness

Free gift
Romans 5:15-21 — "Grace of the one man, Jesus Christ"

Grace flows through Christ
Abundance of grace
More powerful than sin

Leads to righteousness

2 Corinthians 12:9 — "My grace is sufficient for you"

Grace gives strength in weakness
Grace enables endurance
Grace perfected in weakness

Grace empowers believers

Philippians 4:13 — "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me"

 Grace as enabling power
 Strength through relationship with Christ

o Grace to accomplish God's will

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 — "Manifestations of the Spirit...given to each"

» Spiritual gifts as grace

» Different graces to different people
« Each given what needed

» For common good

1

1 Peter 4:10 — "Each one has received a gift; use it to serve others'

» Grace as gifts for service
» Different graces for different people

» Called to use our graces




Titus 2:11-12 — "Grace of God brings salvation and teaches us"

Grace transforms us
Grace teaches righteousness
Grace trains us in godliness

Grace shapes character
2 Peter 3:18 — "Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord"

» Grace enables spiritual growth
 Grace sustains development

» Grace progressively transforms

0Old Testament:

"Grace" less frequently emphasized
But concept of God's kindness present
Covenant indicates undeserved favor

God's mercy toward Israel
New Testament:

Grace becomes central concept

Through Christ, grace revealed fully

Grace as God's saving action

Grace as ongoing empowerment
Paul's Emphasis:

» Grace as justification (salvation)
o Grace as power (enablement)

» Grace as gifts (endowment)
John's Emphasis:

e Grace and truth in Jesus
e Grace received from His fullness

o Grace replaces law

Peter's Emphasis:




Grace for suffering
Grace for service

Grace enables growth

God's undeserved kindness
Freely given, not earned
Extended especially to sinners
Through Christ primarily
Saving power

Sustaining strength
Empowering ability

Transforming influence

Undeserved
Unearned
Freely given
Generous

Powerful

Transforming

Sufficient

Continuous

Justifies sinners (Romans 3:24)
Enables obedience (1 Peter 1:13)
Provides strength (2 Corinthians 12:9)
Empowers service (1 Peter 4:10)
Transforms character (Titus 2:11)

Sustains growth (2 Peter 3:18)




I'm saved by grace, not works
I'm sustained by grace daily
I'm gifted with grace for service

I'm strengthened by grace in weakness

I'm transformed by grace progressively

I receive grace upon grace (John 1:16)

(Continuing with remaining methods...)




1. Choose a book

2. Understand background
3. Analyze structure

4. Study major themes

5. Compile complete understanding
Perfect for:

Comprehensive understanding
Author's complete message
Book's major themes

Detailed biblical teaching

Serious study (weeks/months)

Philippians (4 chapters)
1 John (5 chapters)

Philemon (1 chapter)

Obadiah (1 chapter)

1 Thessalonians (5 chapters)

Galatians (6 chapters)
Colossians (4 chapters)

James (5 chapters)




1 Peter (5 chapters)

Romans (16 chapters)

Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)
Genesis

1 Corinthians

Who wrote it?

What was their background?
What was their purpose?
What was their style?

What was their perspective?

When was it written?

Where was the author?

What was happening at that time?

What circumstances led to writing?

What situation was being addressed?

Who received it first?
What was their situation?
What were they facing?
What did they need?

What prompted the letter?

Why was it written?

What problem was being addressed?




What truth was being established?
What behavior was being corrected?

What hope was being offered?

Historical context
Cultural context
Religious context
Political context

Social context

Divide into major parts
What's the flow?

How do sections connect?
What's the progression?

How do ideas build?

Where does topic shift?
What indicates new section?
How are ideas connected?
What introduces new theme?

What concludes section?

Create detailed outline
Show structure visually
Understand organization

See how it flows

Grasp complete picture




How often appears
Where appears
How it develops
What it contributes

Why it's important

(Repeat for each major theme)

Main idea

Key verses

How it fits larger structure
What it contributes

How it connects to themes

Main message?

Key teaching?

Primary purpose?
Major themes?
Critical verses?

Practical application?




Jewish scholar trained by Gamaliel
Former persecutor of Christians
Converted on Damascus Road
Missionary to Gentiles

Writer of 13 New Testament epistles

Written from Rome (or Ephesus)
Paul imprisoned
Years into his apostolic ministry

Late in his life

In Philippi, Macedonia (northern Greece)
Paul founded church there (Acts 16)
First European church

Faithful, generous, supportive church

Paul had loving relationship with them

Thank church for financial support

Encourage them in persecution
Exhort them to unity

Warn them against false teachers
Inspire them with Christ's example

Share joy despite circumstances

Paul imprisoned in Rome




Could face execution

Churches under persecution
False teachers infiltrating
Congregation had some conflict

Despite circumstances, Paul overflowing with joy

Greeting and prayer

Thanksgiving for church
Prayer for their growth
Status of his imprisonment

His attitude toward possible death

Live unified
Christ's example (humiliation and exaltation)

Timothy and Epaphroditus as examples

Warning against false teachers
Paul's testimony
Resurrection hope

Press toward goal

Unity

Conflict resolution

Joy and peace

Prayer and thanksgiving




Encouragement
Financial gratitude

Final greetings

. Introduction (1:1-2)

. Paul's Joy Amid Hardship (1:3-30)

. Christ's Humiliation and Exaltation (2:1-30)
. Warning Against False Doctrine (3:1-21)

. Call to Joy and Peace (4:1-7)

. Closing Encouragement and Gratitude (4:8-23)

1:4 — "with joy"
1:25 — "joy of faith"

2:2 — "complete my joy"

3:1 — "rejoice in the Lord"

4:4 — "Rejoice in the Lord"

Central theme: Rejoicing despite circumstances

1:27 — "Standing firm in one spirit"

2:2 — "Same mind, same love, united"
2:3 — "Do nothing from selfish ambition"
3:15 — "Thinking the same way"

Central theme: Unity in Christ

2:5-11 — Kenosis passage (Christ's self-emptying)
3:7-8 — Paul's renunciation for Christ

Central theme: Conformity to Christ

1:22-24 — Pressing on




3:12-14 — "Straining forward...press on"

Central theme: Spiritual growth and progress

1:6 — "Confident of this"
3:3 — "Confidence in Christ"

Central theme: Trust in Christ's sufficiency

Main Idea: Paul overflowing with thanksgiving for church despite imprisonment
Key Verses:

» 1:6 — "Confident he who began good work will complete it"
e 1:21 — "To live is Christ, to die is gain"

e 1:27 — "Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of gospel"

Contribution: Establishes Paul's joy amid hardship; sets tone for entire letter

Main Idea: Believers should have Christ's attitude, exemplifying humility and selflessness

Key Verses:

e 2:5—"Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus"
e 2:8 — "He humbled himself and became obedient to death"

e 2:11 — "Every tongue confess Jesus Christ is Lord"

Contribution: Provides ultimate example for believers; ground for unity

Main Idea: Paul warns against false teachers; encourages trust in Christ alone
Key Verses:

o 3:7-8 — "What I once counted gain I count as loss for Christ"
e 3:12 — "I press on toward the goal"

e 3:20-21 — "Our citizenship is in heaven"

Contribution: Protects believers doctrinally; motivates toward eternal perspective




Main Idea: Live joyfully, peacefully, prayerfully, thankfully
Key Verses:

» 4:4 — "Rejoice in the Lord always"
e 4:6-7 — "Prayer and thanksgiving produce God's peace"

o 4:8 — "Think on these things"

Contribution: Practical application; final encouragement

Joy in Christ transcends circumstances

Unity comes from humility and Christ's example
Confidence in Christ enables endurance

Press forward toward Christ-likeness

Rejoice and remain peaceful through prayer

Christ is supreme and sufficient

Joy is possible regardless of situation

Humility produces unity
Forward momentum in faith is essential

Prayer and thanksgiving produce peace

1:6 — God completes His work

1:21 — Christ is life and death is gain
2:5-8 — Christ's humility

3:12-14 — Press on toward goal

4:4-7 — Rejoice, pray, receive peace

Rejoice in Christ regardless of circumstances
Practice humility and unity

Pursue Christ-likeness




» Maintain eternal perspective

» Live prayerfully and thankfully




1. Start with a passage

2. Follow its cross-references
3. Study related passages

4. See connections

5. Build comprehensive understanding
Perfect for:

Understanding relationships
Seeing biblical unity

Building integrated understanding
Discovering patterns

Comprehensive view

Passages related to your passage
Same topic or theme

Parallel accounts

Similar language

Supporting truth

[lustrating principle

From what you're studying




That interests you
That you want to understand deeply
That's theologically important

That connects to your situation

Listed in margin
Indicated in notes

Usually 3-5 per passage

Look up key words
Find parallel usages
Related passages

Similar themes

Search by phrase

Find exact parallels

Semantic search

Automatic suggestions

Same event told differently
Different perspectives

Same story, different emphasis

Same topic




Similar teaching
Connected theme

Supporting truth

Different perspective
Alternative view
Qualification of principle

Balance to teaching

Example of principle
Story showing truth
Historical illustration

Character modeling

Read it

Note what it adds

See how it relates
Understand contribution

Compile understanding

Relate to each other?
Build one truth?

Provide complete picture?

Qualify each other?

Contribute to understanding?




Cross-references from study bible and concordance:

1 John 4:9-10 — "God's love demonstrated by sending His Son"
Romans 5:8 — "While we were sinners, Christ died for us"

Ephesians 2:4-5 — "God's mercy and love makes us alive"

Romans 8:32 — "God did not spare His own Son"
1 John 3:16 — "Christ laid down his life for us"

Hebrews 9:26-28 — "Christ's one sacrifice for all time"

John 3:36 — "Whoever believes has eternal life"
John 5:24 — "Believes and has eternal life, will not come into judgment"

1 John 5:11-13 — "God gives eternal life through His Son"

John 3:18 — "Whoever does not believe stands condemned"
Revelation 20:11-15 — "Death and Hades give up the dead; judged; lake of fire"

Matthew 25:31-46 — "Separation from God; eternal punishment"

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 — "Love is patient, kind, trusts, hopes, endures"

1 John 4:7-11 — "Love comes from God; love one another"

John 13:1 — "Having loved his own, he loved them to the end"

1 John 2:15-17 — "Do not love the world...passing away"




John 1:10 — "World did not recognize Him"

John 12:31 — "World has ruler, prince of this world"

1 John 4:9-10 — Love sent His Son; love is revealed in Christ
Romans 5:8 — Love demonstrated by Christ's death while we sinned
Ephesians 2:4-5 — God's mercy and love make dead believers alive

John 13:1 — Jesus loved His own to the end

God's love is active, sacrificial, redemptive, demonstrated toward sinners

Romans 8:32 — God gave His own Son (ultimate sacrifice)
1 John 3:16 — Christ laid down His life for us

Hebrews 9:26-28 — Christ's single sacrifice for all time perfects believers

Christ's giving Himself is payment; His sacrifice is complete and final

John 3:36 — Believes in Son has eternal life
John 5:24 — Hears and believes has eternal life; won't come into condemnation

1 John 5:11-13 — God gives eternal life; life in His Son; can know you have it

Belief in Christ produces present possession of eternal life, not just future hope

John 3:18 — Does not believe stands condemned already
Revelation 20:11-15 — Death opens way to judgment; unbelievers cast into lake of fire

Matthew 25:31-46 — Separate from Christ means eternal punishment

Not believing has serious consequences; eternal separation from God

1 John 4:7-8 — God is love; love comes from knowing God

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 — Love is patient, kind, trusts, hopes, never fails

Lamentations 3:22-23 — God's mercies new every morning; His faithfulness great

God's nature IS love; this defines His motivation and action




e 1 John 2:15-17 — World's system opposes God; world is passing away
» John 1:10 — World created through Christ, but world didn't recognize Him
e John 12:31 — Ruler of world (Satan) opposes God

"The world" includes all humanity and world system opposed to God; yet God loves them

despite opposition

"In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into

the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved

us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins."

Key Points:

God's love revealed through sending His Son
Sent so we might live through Him
God's love initiative, not ours

Christ's sacrifice settles account for our sins

"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."

Key Points:

» God demonstrates love by Christ's death
» Love shown while we were still sinners
» Not waiting for us to become worthy

e Love transcends our state




"Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay

down our lives for the brethren."

Key Points:

Christ's sacrifice demonstrates love
Love willing to sacrifice
Christ's example should inspire our love

Sacrificial love is model

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life."

Key Points:

Believer HAS eternal life (present tense)
Won't come into condemnation
Has passed FROM death TO life (already happened)

Transformation is complete

Is His defining nature (1 John 4:7-8)
Is demonstrated toward sinners (Romans 5:8)
Initiated sacrificially (1 John 4:9-10)

Willing to give ultimate (Romans 8:32)

Means ultimate sacrifice (Hebrews 9:26-28)
Settles sin account (1 John 4:10)
Demonstrates love (1 John 3:16)

Provides redemption (Romans 5:8)




Receives present eternal life (John 3:36)
Already passed from death to life (John 5:24)
Won't face condemnation (John 5:24)

Can know they have it (1 John 5:13)

Alternative to condemnation (John 3:18)
Alternative to separation (Matthew 25:31-46)
Alternative to lake of fire (Revelation 20:15)

Alternative to death (John 5:24)

Includes all humanity (John 1:10)
Opposed to God (1 John 2:15-17)
Created by Christ (John 1:10)

Yet subject to God's love (John 3:16)

John 3:16 is God's statement of redemptive love toward a world that opposes Him,

demonstrated through Christ's sacrifice, producing present eternal life for all who believe, contrasted with

condemnation for those who reject Him. This truth is consistent throughout Scripture, emphasized in

multiple passages, and is the foundation of gospel message.




1. Research historical setting
2. Learn cultural practices

3. Understand language

4. Understand worldview

5. Apply understanding to Scripture
Perfect for:

Understanding ancient culture
Grasping unfamiliar practices
Avoiding misinterpretation
Deep understanding

Contextual study

You might misinterpret ancient practices

You might apply ancient commands to modern situations incorrectly

You might miss meaning

You might make cultural assumptions

You understand what was actually meant
You understand how to apply to modern context

You avoid cultural imposition




» You grasp original meaning

What era?

What was happening?

What was political situation?
What was religious situation?

What was cultural situation?

Where did this take place?
What was the location like?
What were traveling conditions?
What was the climate?

What was the terrain?

What was daily life like?

What were customs?
What was society structure?

What were beliefs?

What was worldview?

What was religious context?
What were competing religions?
What was Jewish practice?
What was temple system?

What was synagogue practice?

Who held power?




What were political conditions?
What was government structure?
What was relationship with Rome?

What was Jewish political situation?

Clothing

Food

Housing

Work

Family structure

Social customs

Ritual baths

Meal customs
Temple practices
Sabbath observance
Festival observances

Prayer practices

Class system

Gender roles

Family hierarchy

Slave system

Honor/shame culture




What did words literally mean?
What were cultural connotations?
What was implied?

What imagery did it evoke?

What response did it produce?

What idioms were used?
What did they mean?

Were they literal or figurative?

What cultural practice did they reference?

What agricultural metaphors?
What military metaphors?
What did they reference?

How would ancients understand them?

Cosmology
Spirituality
Authority
Family
Government

Business

Honor/shame vs. guilt/innocence
Collective vs. individual

Fate vs. free will

Spiritual view

Time perspective




In that time
To that audience
With that worldview

In that culture

What principle transcends culture?
What was culturally specific?
How do I apply principle to modern context?

What changes; what stays?

First century

Apostolic age

Under Roman rule

20 years after Jesus' resurrection

Early church era

Major Greek city
Port city
Known for immorality

Wealthy, cultured city

Mixed population (Jews, Greeks, Romans)




Greek temples and idolatry prevalent
Jewish synagogue present

Early church forming

Mix of pagan and Jewish converts

New practices being established

Greek and Roman society
Patriarchal structure
Honor/shame culture critical
Public appearance matters

Women's roles restricted compared to modern

Roman rule

Local Greek government

Jewish persecution occasional

Christians as new sect

No legal status yet

Men's head coverings: Pagan priests wore them; Jewish men did not in regular life (phylacteries in
prayer)

Women's hair: Long hair was typical; expected sign of femininity

Head covering: Women wore veils in public; sign of respectability and marriageability

Removing head covering: Indicated impropriety, shame

A woman without head covering was shameful
Equivalent to shaving her head
Associated with immorality or captives

Reflected on family honor




Men were heads of households
Women's public appearance was controlled
Authority structures visible in appearance

Submission expressed through clothing

Prayer and prophecy were public acts
Prophecy was seen as divine authority
Authority structures seen in worship

Appearance communicated submission

Greek: doxa (glory, splendor, radiance)

Man is image and glory of God (directly)
Woman is glory of man (reflecting his honor)
This wasn't denigration but cultural structure

Every level reflects God's authority

Greek: kephale (head)
Means both literal head and authority/leader
Used in both senses in this passage

Authority structure

Also bodily connection

Greek: katakalypto (cover, veil)

Had specific cultural meaning

Applied to heads specifically

Indicated submission and respectability

Leaving uncovered meant shame




Ancient idiom of shame

Used for captives, adulteresses

Sign of degradation

Equivalent to removing veil voluntarily

Extreme shame

Different from modern guilt/innocence
Reputation and honor paramount
Public appearance matters greatly
Family honor involved

What people think critical

Clearly defined hierarchy
Authority visible in appearance
Submission expressed symbolically
Order important to society

Reflected God's order

Angels present in worship
Invisible powers engaged
Proper alignment important

Order reflects spiritual reality

Appearance has spiritual significance

Modern: Individual expression valued
Ancient: Community order valued
Modern: Appearance is personal choice
Ancient: Appearance communicates status

Modern: Authority questioned




« Ancient: Authority assumed

Women prophesying and praying in church was new
Showing authority and participation

But needed to do so with cultural propriety

Head covering showed submission to authority structure

Didn't contradict their participation

Showed proper order while prophesying

Wearing head coverings when praying violated Jewish custom
Associated with Greek pagan priests
Inappropriate for Jewish Christian men

Different rules for men and women

Church behavior was confusing cultural norms
Women's participation was radical

Could cause scandal

Needed to maintain respectability

Needed to show proper spiritual order

Balancing freedom with cultural wisdom

Submit to proper authority structures
Exercise spiritual gifts with propriety
Consider community perception
Don't cause unnecessary offense

Balance freedom with wisdom




Head coverings for women: Context-specific
Not required today (different culture)

But principle still applies

Women can prophesy and pray
Women can teach and lead

But do so respectfully

With concern for others' perception
Balancing liberation with wisdom

Not causing unnecessary offense

Changes: Head covering requirement (cultural marker)
Stays: Proper order and authority
Changes: Form of submission (will look different today)

Stays: Principle of proper authority alignment

Changes: Cultural expression

Stays: Spiritual principle




You want quick, daily devotional study
You have 15-20 minutes

You're new to Bible study

You want simple structure

You're building habit

You want deeper study

You have 30-60 minutes

You want thorough observation

You want to develop interpretation skills

You want comprehensive understanding

You want to understand a theme
You want to see how Bible addresses topic
You want complete doctrine

You need to build framework

You're addressing specific concern

You want to learn from biblical lives
You want inspiration

You want practical examples




You're 4-6 weeks of study

You want personal development

You want to understand specific word

You want theological precision

You want to see development over Scripture
You want detailed meaning

You're 2-3 weeks of study

You want comprehensive understanding
You have weeks or months

You want author's complete message
You're serious student

You want deep knowledge

You want passages to interpret each other

You want integrated understanding

You want biblical unity

You're seeing how ideas connect

You want related passages

You want cultural understanding
You're confused by ancient practice
You want to avoid misinterpretation
You're studying specific cultural issue

You want contextual meaning




Days 1-30: One chapter per day from Gospel of John

Each day:

o Scripture: One chapter
Observation: 5 minutes (what does it say?)
Application: 5 minutes (what does it mean for me?)
Prayer: 5 minutes

Total: 15 minutes daily

Week 1: Understanding Prayer

o Day 1-2: What is prayer?
» Day 3-4: Jesus' teaching on prayer

» Day 5-7: Conditions for answered prayer
Week 2: How to Pray

» Day 8-10: Jesus' prayer model (Lord's Prayer)
o Day 11-12: Praying with faith

o Day 13-14: Praying with thanksgiving
Week 3: Power of Prayer

o Day 15-17: Answers to prayer
» Day 18-19: Prayer and spiritual warfare

e Day 20-21: Intercessory prayer
Week 4: Living Prayer

» Day 22-24: Prayer as lifestyle




e Day 25-26: Corporate prayer

» Day 27-28: Prayer and transformation

e Day 29-30: Review and personal prayer plan

Week 1: David's Early Life

» Day 1-2: Chosen (1 Samuel 16)
e Day 3-4: Anointed (1 Samuel 17)

» Day 5-7: Hunted (1 Samuel 18-20)
Week 2: David's Rise
« Day 8-10: King of Israel (2 Samuel 1-5)

e Day 11-12: Covenant with God (2 Samuel 7)

o Day 13-14: Military victories (2 Samuel 8-10)
Week 3: David's Failure
» Day 15-17: Sin with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11-12)
» Day 18-19: Consequences and repentance (Psalm 51)
» Day 20-21: Recovery and growth
Week 4: David's Legacy

Day 22-24: Later life and leadership (2 Samuel 22-24)
Day 25-26: Messianic significance
Day 27-28: Character development

Day 29-30: Applying David's lessons to your life

Week 1-2: Preparation and Overview

» Day 1-3: Background research
» Day 4-7: Read entire book multiple times

» Day 8-14: Overview, outline, themes

Week 3: Chapter 1 Deep Study




« Day 15-17: Observation
e Day 18-19: Interpretation

o Day 20-21: Application
Week 4: Chapter 2 Deep Study

» Day 22-24: Observation
e Day 25-26: Interpretation

» Day 27-28: Application
Week 5: Chapter 3 Deep Study

» Day 29-31: Observation
» Day 32-33: Interpretation

» Day 34-35: Application
Week 6: Chapter 4 Deep Study

» Day 36-38: Observation
e Day 39-40: Interpretation

o Day 41-42: Application
Week 7-8: Synthesis and Application

» Day 43-50: Integrate chapters
» Day 51-56: Compile themes

» Day 57-60: Create personal application plan

Weeks 1-3: Introduction and Chapters 1-3 Weeks 4-6: Chapters 4-6 Weeks 7-9: Chapters 7-9 Weeks 10-12:
Chapters 10-12 Weeks 13: Final synthesis

Each chapter studied inductively:

» Observation: Multiple readings, marking, detailed notes
 Interpretation: What does it mean? How does it fit?

» Application: Personal transformation




Weeks 1-2: Foundation

Research word
Original language
Core meaning

Cultural context
Weeks 3-6: New Testament Study

» Find all occurrences
o Study each usage
o Compare contexts

» Track development
Weeks 7-9: Topical connections

Love and faith
Love and obedience
Love and service

Love and sacrifice

Weeks 10-12: Synthesis

o Compile complete understanding
» Create personal framework
» Develop life application

» Create study resource for others




Complete SOAP study:

S - SCRIPTURE (Write out or note):

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have everlasting life."

O - OBSERVATION (What do I notice?):

Who is speaking? God's love
What words stand out? Loved, gave, whosoever, believe, perish, everlasting

Main point? God's love demonstrated through Christ's sacrifice
A - APPLICATION (What does this mean for me?):

o What does this teach about God? His love is sacrificial
o What should I do? Believe in Christ; receive salvation

» How will I apply today? Will share this verse with someone

P - PRAYER (How do I respond?):

"God, thank You for loving me so much you gave Your Son. Help me believe and receive this gift.

Help me share this with others."

Complete the three stages:

OBSERVATION:




Read 1 John 1:5-10 for context
Mark key words (confess, faithful, just, forgive, cleanse)
Note the contrast (if we confess vs. if we say)

Understand the context (letter about assurance)
INTERPRETATION:

What does "confess" mean? (admit, agree with God)
What does "faithful" mean? (reliable, constant)
What does "just" mean? (righteous, fair)

Main idea? God forgives when we confess
APPLICATION:

» Personal: Do I confess my sins or hide them?
 Practical: What sin do I need to confess?

» Spiritual: How does this assure me of God's forgiveness?

Find 10 verses on forgiveness:

1. Matthew 6:14-15
. Mark 11:25-26
. Luke 6:37
. Colossians 3:13
. Ephesians 4:31-32
.1John 1:9
. Matthew 18:21-22
. Romans 12:19
. Hebrews 10:17

. 1 Peter 3:7
Organize:

» God's forgiveness of us

e Our forgiveness of others




» Conditions of forgiveness




Feature ESV Study MacArthur Believer's NKIJV
Cross-references Excellent Good Good Excellent
Explanatory notes Comprehensive Detailed theology Simple ~ Good
Accessibility Moderate Advanced Simple = Moderate
Price $$9$ $$9$ $$ $$

Best for Comprehensive Theology Beginners Formal

Multiple translations

Word search

Verse of day

Bible reading plans

Concordance
Lexicon
Commentaries

Study tools

Portable Bible
Reading plans
Highlighting
Sharing

Comprehensive tools

Commentaries




Lexicons

Original languages

"How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth" — Craig Blomberg
"Grasping God's Word" — J. Scott Duvall

"The Inductive Bible Study Method" — Kay Arthur

"The Bible Knowledge Commentary" — Walvoord & Zuck
"Matthew Henry Commentary" — Matthew Henry

"New Bible Commentary" — Various

Date Passage Method Time Insights

11/5 John 3:16  SOAP 15 min God's love is sacrificial

11/6 John 3:17-18 SOAP 15 min Belief/non-belief determines destiny
11/7 John 3:19-21 SOAP 15 min Light vs. darkness; truth

© 2025 Kyle Lauriano / The King Is Coming Ministry




